
  

 

Our newly reorganized Parish Pastoral Council, together with 
the Stewardship Committee and the Hospitality Committee,  
hosted a two day celebration inviting  parishioners to heed the 
call to become  more actively involved in parish life.  After the 
five o’clock Mass  on November 16th, parishioners were  
invited to a wine and cheese party in the Lower Church Hall 
where they could  catch up with old friends and meet new 
ones.  Representatives from every ministry  were  invited to 
participate in a ministry fair of sorts. Creative and beautiful 
posters outlined the  details of the ministry and  members  
talked up the  spiritual benefits of  serving the parish and the 
greater community.  Sunday, November 17th, brought three 
additional opportunities for fellowship  and sign ups in the 
school gym. Those attending after the eight and nine thirty 
Masses were treated to a delicious  breakfast and our late 
risers were served a  gourmet lunch after the 11:30 Mass. 

 

The fruits of the stewardship weekend were many. An 
important goal that was fashioned from our two parish 
assemblies was to have more parishioners actively engage in 
the leadership and support of the parish.  Responding to the 
call, nearly one hundred parishioners signed on to serve in 
ministry.  Sincere gratitude is extended to all of those who  
signed up.  A very special thank you to  all who helped 
coordinate including Carolyn Larson, Terri Smedile,  Susan 
Hackett and Tony Vitello. 

 

The Angelus 
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Stewardship Weekend Brings 

Parishioners Together 

   For Fellowship and Sign Ups 

Winter 2014 

Stewardship weekend  

organizers  from left: 

Carolyn Larson, Susan 

Hackett  & Tony Vitello 
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You may have noticed a trio of sisters serving Mass or a lovely tall woman making wreaths at the Advent festival or 
perhaps you heard a new male melodious voice in the choir; you know the faces, but not the names. Meet Cathy and 
Jerry  St. Clair, married twenty years, and their three daughters, Julie age 14 and the twins, Lauren and Molly age 11.  
Chesterton is the family pooch , a goldendoodle, and has earned the title, Best Dog in the World.  Bloo, on the other 
hand, is a cute but vicious flop-eared bunny and is available for adoption. 

The St. Clair family’s journey to the Church of St. John Chrysostom was no short cut. Cathy had been raised a Catholic in 
the Midwest and Jerry, a local guy, grew up Lutheran but distanced himself from his church after college. After the birth 
of the twins Jerry experienced a powerful conversion.  The family became active in the local Lutheran church and Jerry 
even started coursework at the local seminary.  Much to his surprise, God gradually revealed to him the fullness of the 
Christian faith in the Catholic Church.  Jerry completed RCIA at St. John’s in 2009 and Cathy was happy to have Jerry join 
her when he was received into the Church in April 2010.   

Cathy and Jerry are what you might call  “the real deal.”  They are true disciples looking to bring others to Christ.  Cathy 
is particularly devoted to women’s and family ministry.  She helped start and lead a women’s prayer group and has 
helped organize and lead youth group activities.  Jerry is especially called to catechesis and was consecrated as a Marian 
Catechist in 2012.  Jerry  is a PREP teacher and has led a variety of adult scripture and faith formation classes at St. 
John’s.  Jerry is a lector and  an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion.  He also is a member of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society.  All three of the St. Clair girls are altar servers and have been regular participants in youth group activities.  
Julie has been an assistant PREP teacher and currently teaches a preschool class.  Lauren and Molly also participate in 
CYO sports. 

When asked how their family life reflects their faith, Jerry and Cathy agreed that they want to keep the focus on Christ 
but admit that “it isn’t always easy in our busy and distracted culture.”   “We attend Mass on Sundays and sometimes 
weekdays and try to get the whole family to confession at least every couple of months.  We foster prayer by 
encouraging grace at meal time and daily personal prayer as well. As a family we pray the rosary a couple times a 
month.  We also like to host the parish pilgrim statue to foster devotion to the Blessed Mother.  Even vacations become 
opportunities to attend Mass in other places and to appreciate the breadth and unity of the Church.”  Real deal indeed! 

Meet the St. Clair Family 

Front row from left:  Molly, Lauren (the twins) and Julie 
Back row: Cathy and Jerry 
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 This year is a most special one for the Rite of Chris-

tian Initiation of Adults.  We welcomed two adults and 

four young adults as participants.  Our dedicated team 

engaged them in lively discussions regarding the practic-

es and theology of the Catholic faith.  We also had the op-

portunity to learn from  the candidates’ own personal 

faith experiences. 

 With the prayers of our parishioners and the grace of 

the Holy Spirit, our R.C.I.A. participants will be received 

into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  Please let 

your prayers for them continue as they go forth on their 

journey of faith. 

 We welcome anyone who is interested in learning 

more about the Catholic faith or who wishes to receive 

the sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirma-

tion.  Please contact Elaine Mott at the Parish House at 

610-874-3418 x 107.  We are available at your conven-

ience to meet with you personally and to answer any 

questions. 

  
 

 

  

 

Our Participants 

Top 
Sunny Gummel 

 
Center 

The Foster Family 
Tyzinea, Maurice and Thomas Jr. 

 
Bottom 

Candace Royer 
 

Not pictured 
David Reeves 

R.C.I.A. -  The Journey Continues 
Submitted by Elaine Mott 
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The Good Word from the Adult Enrichment Committee  
  Submitted by Sister Antoinette  

  

 
 

Olivia Woodford 

Performs a one 

woman passion play 

 

Our Lenten line-up is definitely not-to-be-missed.  Dramatist Olivia Wood-
ford will present The Heart of the Cross: A Passion Play on Friday, March 
14th at 7pm in church.  The play features Veronica watching Jesus carry the 
cross; the repentant prostitute at the foot of the cross; Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, washing him for burial; Mary Magdalene at the tomb and Mar-
tha at Pentecost.  This passion play is presented with devotion, humor and 
great feeling.  This presentation will be enhanced by the participation of 
our choir under the direction of our music director, Patti Georges. 
 
On Wednesday, March 19th it will be our privilege to welcome back Broth-
er Mickey McGrath, artist, author and much-sought-after speaker.  Aided 
by Brother’s paintings and stories, Saint Joseph and the Gospels will come 
alive, leaving us with a deeper awareness of God’s presence as we ob-
serve the Lenten season.  St. John’s Choir will also perform.  Come to the 
gym at 7pm for a special evening of art, music and laughter! 
 
On Wednesdays, March 26th, April 2nd  and April 9th, we will welcome  
Sister Cathy Nerney, Ph.D., professor, lecturer, retreat master and Director 
of Chestnut Hill College’s Institute for Forgiveness and Reconciliation.  This 
series will explore the most pertinent of Lenten topics:  The Gift to Know 
Ourselves and Repent; The Gift to Know the Other and Forgive; The Gift to 
Know the Giver of the Gift.  The series will be presented in the LCH at 
7pm.  Sister Cathy is a profound yet engaging presenter.  All who attend 
the series will be enriched! 

Look for flyers at the 

doors of  the church 

and consult our website 

and the parish bulletin 

for any updates about  

these Lenten offerings.  

We welcome our new members who registered from August to January 
We’re glad you’re here!  

Dawn  & George Closs III 
Deidre & George Closs IV 
Christina Closs 
Nancy Garrett 
Janet & George Herbert 
Mena & Dan Larmour 
Kathryn & Daniel McDermott 
Angela & Ron Miller 
Jessica Beck 
Kathleen & Gerald Coyne 
Jessica & James  D’Ambolz 
Janine & Greg Gregory 
Jessica & Jason Long 

Dawn & Rocky Marsero 
Marian & Mark O’Neill 
Candice & Adam Royer 
Dan Shavney  
Christian Boyer 
Michael DeFillipo 
Cruz d’Munoz  
Allison & James Kimsey 
Kelsea Kozak 
Ruby & Joseph Roscioli 
Lisa & Stephen Sherrick 
Sara & Christopher Kelly 
Dana Bellotti 

Caitlin Anne & Paul Shump 
Daniele Wilson & Darren Gordon 
Elizabeth & Nicholas Davis 
Maureen Gallagher 
Jennifer & Stephen Browne 
Maureen Clark 
Marta & Revelino Guron 
Jennifer & Ian Jamieson 
Andrew Kochanowicz 
Sharon Kolankiewicz 
Christine Lavelle 
Patricia  & Joseph Malaczewski 
Erin & Michael Mormile 
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Our 58 parish confirmation candidates 

are collecting  soda tabs to donate to the 

Ronald McDonald Houses in our area.      

To donate your tabs call the religious 

education office.  610.872.4673 or 

thedlund@sjcparish.org   

During November and the season of Advent  our PREP clas-

ses participated in service and giving activities to brighten 
the lives of others in and around our community and 
around the world.  Karen Magee’s fourth grade class visited 
Fair Acres Geriatric Center residents and they enjoyed shar-
ing stories and games.   The students and residents also par-
ticipated in a Communion Prayer Service , a beautiful way 
to spend  together time.  Janet Ruch’s seventh and eighth 
grade students put together “Christmas Blessing Bags” to 
be delivered to students at Drexel Neumann Academy .  
Kim Pizzirusso’s and Jackie Bratsis’ sixth grade class donat-
ed books to the Marcus Hook Elementary School, collected 
blankets for the SPCA, and mentored the  First Communi-
cant class as they ready themselves  to receive Jesus in the 
Eucharist.  Jane Crow’s fifth grade home class collected 
items for American Veterans while Theresa Kryszan’s  fifth 
grade home class went international by sending  simple  
gifts in shoeboxes to children  overseas as part of  Opera-
tion Christmas Child.  Those working at the Bernardine Cen-
ter’s food pantry in Chester were most grateful for the help 
of the fourth and fifth grade class of  Anthony Zweier.  To-
gether the students assembled over forty Thanksgiving 
meals and packed them in bags to be distributed to families 
in need.  The simple gift of a homemade card created by 
our PREP students brought smiles to the residents of the 
Wallingford Nursing Home at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Every PREP class assists in the  good works of the Bernard-
ine Center by collecting food, baby and personal items for 
those in need.   Special thanks and blessings to all of our 
students, parents and teachers who so generously give of 
their time and treasure.   

You are  the light of Christ! 

Parish Religious Education Program 
 Submitted by Theresa Hedlund 

Catechist Anthony Zweier and his daughter share a special mo-
ment after Alexandra received the sacrament of reconciliation 
for the first time.  Together seventy-two children from MPRCS 
and PREP will receive First  Eucharist in May.  Please remember 
them in prayer along with our sixth graders who will be con-

firmed in May. 
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High School Youth Group Members   

Embrace “Being Family”  
 Submitted by Julia White 

For many of us at St. John’s, spending time with our families and loved ones is just part of our day-to-day 
lives.  Yet for some of our neighbors, those at Stinson Towers in Chester and those at Bethesda Project in 
Philadelphia, time spent with caring others is not something that is taken for granted.  Stinson Towers pro-
vides subsided housing for adults, many with a physical or mental disability.   Bethesda Project provides 
shelter, housing, and programs reaching out to homeless men and women.  The SJC High School Youth 
Group has served these populations over the past few months through the ministry of presence.  We have 
worked to begin to build community with a population different from ourselves, learning that we are not 
the only ones who have something to offer.   
 

What a blessing it has been to witness the love of Christ reflected in our youth as they interact with the folks from Stin-

son Towers and Bethesda.  The ministry of being present is the antidote to a culture which constantly encourages our 

youth  to bury themselves in electronic communication.  (In October our youth group gathered to discuss the use of 

technology and social media focusing on the theme, “What Would Jesus Tweet?”)  And yet, in the spaces of Stinson 

Towers and Bethesda Project, we are able to witness and be a part of true community, with face to face interactions… 

handshakes, smiles, hugs, laughter.  This past fall, members of the SJC Youth Group visited Bethesda Project on two 

occasions to serve and share a meal with the formerly homeless residents.  We also visited Stinson Towers in the 

months of August, October and November prior to our annual Christmas celebration and gift delivery in December.  

And after distributing gifts, enjoying Christmas cookies, singing carols and wishing each resident a Merry Christmas, 

the only question the residents had for us was “So when will you be back?” 

As we enter into Lent, perhaps we can look to the example of the young people of our parish.  Our High School 

Youth have brought Christ to so many over the past few months by simply being present to them and therefore, 

validating the worth of their soul.  In their Mission Statement, Bethesda Project asserts its belief “that we are re-

sponsible to each other as members of one family, our mission is to find and care for the abandoned poor and to 

be family for those who have none.”  Our youth were called to step way outside their comfort zone to “be family” 

to our friends and neighbors and time and again, they met the challenge.   Not just at Bethesda Project and Stinson 

Towers, but in other endeavors such as taking leadership roles with the children’s games at the parish picnic, being 

challenged by conversations 

about Fair Trade and our role 

as Christians, stretching their 

physical and mental strength 

to spend a day with Habitat 

for Humanity in Wilmington, 

and assisting with a project at 

the Delaware County Preg-

nancy Center in Brookhaven.  

Our young people are learn-

ing the meaning of living the 

gospel in both ordinary and 

extraordinary ways!      

 

The Christmas spirit was evident as youth group students visited with Stinson Tower       
residents.  Christmas carols were sung with great energy and joy. 
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Catholic Schools Week was full of activities.  On Monday students wrote letters to the retired and ill Sisters 
of St. Joseph. On Tuesday prayer partners got together to make breakfast bags for the Theresa Maxis Cen-
ter.  A music assembly presented by “Spirit Wings” brought Native American Music to MPRCS. Wednesday 
featured a rowdy pep rally showing plenty of husky pride. The Math 24 contest had students in a frenzy on 
Thursday and a closing liturgy on Friday  featured the MPRCS bell choir.  Plenty to celebrate at MPRCS! 

MPRCS Celebrates Catholic Schools Week 
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Operation Growl 2013 

As St. John’s youth group observes Lent through prayer, fasting and charitable works, we 
ask you to remember in prayer the success of Operation Growl 2014 where members will 
fast for 24 hours to benefit food pantries in Chester, Philadelphia and Camden. 


