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From the Pastor…
Summer 2010

Dear Friends,
More than 100 parishioners gathered at St. John’s last February to discuss the state of St. John’s school. During that
meeting, we heard about the history of our school, some of the success stories, the current needs, the financial situation
and projected enrollment.
The consensus was that our school is a valuable asset and rich resource for our parish and that we need to actively
work on building upon the established foundation. Action Teams formed that evening to explore a number of avenues
to strengthen our school, including:
• Curriculum enhancement;
•

Improved communication within the school and with the wider parish;

•

Building a stronger sense of community within the school and with the wider parish;

•

Marketing the school to prospective school families;

•

Fundraising; and

•

Creating an alumni association.

These Action Teams have been developing concrete plans to address the needs of our school and to ensure that we are
able to respond to the educational needs of our children. Among the improvements already implemented is the
redesigned school website (www.sjcschoolnews.org).
Since that first meeting in February, the Action Teams have met twice more with the wider parish to share their work
and continue to develop their plans. It is wonderful to see so many parishioners come together to address the needs of
our children—especially those parishioners who do not have children attending our school.
I want to express my gratitude to all those who are involved in this project. The steps we are taking today will
guarantee that we are offering the best Catholic education possible to St. John’s families.
God bless,
Fr. Jim Bajorek

Friends, Fun and Faith—Checking in with Youth Group
By Anne Merz

“Offer your youthful energies and your talents to building a civilization of Christian love…commit yourself to the
struggle for justice, solidarity and peace.” --Pope John Paul II.
The St. John’s high school youth group is geared to reach out and help others. Come and check us out—you might find
yourself making 6-foot tall puppets for a kids’ summer camp in Chester or hand-delivering Christmas presents to disabled
residents at Stinson Towers or making Valentine’s cards with senior citizens at a nearby nursing home.
Operation Growl, a 30-year Lenten tradition in our parish, is another key event. We sleep over at the Church and fast for
24 hours to raise money for the hungry in the world.
Youth group meetings are held a few times a month—they offer a chance to talk about aspects of our faith and play a few
games.
Our middle school youth group meets during Advent, Lent and in the summer for a bible camp. It’s a fun way to connect
with other Catholic kids and learn about our Catholic faith in a hands-on way.
FAQ’s about Youth Group:
1. Who is invited?
Everyone is invited and welcome. Bring a friend—
or two.
2. What if I don’t know anyone?
Everyone at youth group is welcoming and
friendly.
3. What are the advantages to coming to youth group?
It’s great to help others and the snacks aren’t bad.
If you’d like to receive emails about upcoming youth group
events, send your info to Anne Merz, at scjyouth@yahoo.com.
2010 Operation Growl participants

St. John Chrysostom Parish Mission Statement

•
•
•
•
•

We, the people of St. John Chrysostom Parish, recognize our baptismal call to continue the mission of
Jesus and to grow as a faith community. Our parish theme, “To Serve Him Is To Reign” reflects our
desire to fulfill this mission through lives of service. Accepting this call, we respond as a parish
community that…
Worships God
Creates and nourishes Christian Community
Teaches the message of Christ
Serves those in need
Proclaims the Good News

Through the intercession of St. John Chrysostom, we pray for God’s guidance and strength to continue to bear witness to
Jesus and to make our parish a beacon for all who seek God’s light and warmth.
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On May 16, the St. John's Stewardship Committee sponsored Ministry Sunday to say thank you and acknowledge the
dedication of time, talent and treasure that our ministries give throughout the year. All Ministry leaders and members
received a special blessing at all Masses that weekend in recognition of all they do to make St. John’s parish the best it
can be. Thank you all.
The Faithful Band was chosen as Ministry of the Year. Thanks for your many years of service.
My life goes on in endless song,
Above earth’s lamentations …
In the quiet of the Sunday morning Mass, as the lines of Communicants walk slowly toward the altar, the sound of a
harmonica leaps above the guitars and the piano, over the keyboard and the bongos, as if calling out to the Creator on
behalf of all assembled: “Save us a place, Lord! We’re on our way!”
It is 9:30 Mass at St. John Chrysostom and the Faithful Band is at work. It’s been like this for 37 years now – ever since
a Sunday evening in 1973 when Rick Burns and fellow parishioners Jim Brown, Meg Perry and Scott Kinney played
their guitars and sang around a single microphone, leading the congregation in the parish’s first “folk Mass.”
I hear the real though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation…
Nixon was president. Bell-bottomed pants were in style. There were no ATMs, personal computers or mobile
telephones – and in Philadelphia, at least, no Saturday night Mass.
Such was the era when Rick Burns and the Faithful Band began a ministry that has sustained through nearly four
decades. Soon moved to Sunday mornings, the band flourished alongside another of St. John’s long-sustaining
ministries, the religious education program. Each week, hundreds of parents and children filled the church to worship
before proceeding to religious education classes. Truly, the parish grew in spirit and song.
(Ministry of the Year--Continued on page 7)

Scott Kinney, Jim Brown, Meg Perry, Denny
Cantoni and Rick Burns (l-r) in 1973

Front row: Butch Ward, Donna Ward, Rick Burns
(1-r); background: Lou Milone, Mark Milone, John
Bowie, Tony Watson, in 2010
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St. John School Update
By Kay Kelly, Principal
We’ve had a great school year filled with renewed enthusiasm for the future of our school. Our students have grown
in their academic knowledge of oceanography by participating in the Learning Fair, enhanced their art creativity
through the Archdiocesan Art Festival, entertained us in
Alice In Wonderland, increased their Terra Nova Scores in
many academic areas, and contributed to a multitude of
charitable endeavors, including raising $1,000 for the Haiti
Relief Fund. They enjoyed field trips to New York,
Washington, Philadelphia, Lancaster and other places of
interest.
Within an environment that supports the growth of our
spiritual lives as well, our students have taken part in many
prayer services, masses, Living Stations and May
Procession. We believe that our children are blessed by
their presence here at St. John’s School.
St. John’s 8th graders present the Living Stations

St. John’s School is now on Facebook. Join our Facebook group, "St. John Chrysostom School Students, Parents,
Teachers, and all Alumni" for updates on the school, CYO sports, community activities and to connect with alumni.
The St. John Chrysostom School Drama Club is
well-known for its fantastic productions every
year. What may not be as well known is an amazing group of people behind the scenes who make
the play such a show-stopper! Of course, there are
many dedicated parents, relatives, and teachers
involved, but there is also a special group of parishioners who don’t even have grandchildren in
the cast. These women combine their creativity, talent and wisdom to help
make some of the incredible costumes for the student actors.
Over the years, the costume committee has forged some great
friendships among parishioners, parents, and students while creating beautiful costumes. Some of these women are retired, some
are still working—but all of them find the time in their busy lives
to volunteer every year. Whether it is finding the perfect crown in
their attic, turning a simple drawing into a beautiful garment or
sewing multitudes of dresses, these women have found a great
way to showcase their talents and teach others in the process. We
always thank them for all of their time and hard work, but usually
the looks on the excited actor’s faces when they see their costumes
for the first time are the best thanks.
Photos by parishioner Julio Loor, www.loorphotography.com
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Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
Sue DuBois's 5th grade class made Easter baskets for
needy children. Front row, Bobby Caffrey, left, and
Will Carey. Middle row, l to r, Jimmy Mallon, Nicole
McNeely, Grace Martin, and Jason Teofilak. Back
row, Robby DuBois with his mom and teacher Sue
DuBois

Left to right, Johnny Glavicicv, 3rd grade teacher
Kathleen McCambridge, Andrew Pak, and Audrey
Subers made toiletry kits for people who slept
overnight in the church as part of the Stepping
Stones program.

The second graders sang “Sing a Little
Song” during their First Holy Communion
Mass on May 1.

Fr. Bajorek gave First Holy
Communion to Ava Wilson

Photos by parishioner Celeste Sheehan, PIXED@aol.com
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We extend a most cordial
welcome to these members
registered from December
2009 through May 2010.

Adult Enrichment Calendar
Submitted by Sister Antoinette
Rolheiser DVD, September 23, 30, October 14, 21, 28, 7:00 p.m., Convent.
Sr. K. Duffy, Ph.D, October 6, 7:15 p.m., Stephenson Center.
Fr. Elie Saade, November 10, 7:15 p.m., Stephenson Center.
Sr. J. Riethmiller, M.A., November 29, 7:15 p.m., Stephenson Center.
Speaker (TBA), December 1, 7:15 p.m., Stephenson Center.
Book Discussion, January 27, February 3, 10, 17, 24, March 4, 7:15 p.m.,
Convent.
Brother M. McGrath, OSFS, May 4, 7:15 p.m., Stephenson Center.

Colette Benel
Stephanie Bruccoliere
George & Monica Ellinger
Christine & Paul Hinkle
Peter & Chrisanne Hoover
Michael & My Knapp
Joseph & Heather Knob
Alexei & Exdiejo Kurchan
Thomas & Jean Martin
Kevin & Nga Nerz
Andrew & Maria Rossi
Jerry & Catrrine St. Clair
William & Michelle Slaven
CarolAnn Sullivan

The Adult Enrichment Committee:
Bill and Bernadette Barnhurst
Ann Zech
Sister Antoinette

RCIA News
Submitted by Elaine Mott

The Easter Vigil is one of the most beautiful and richest liturgies of the
church year. Gathering in the evening twilight outside our church, we
blessed the new fire and lit the Paschal Candle. Processing into a
darkened church, the flame was used to light candles held by each
worshiper. This Service of Light, which precedes the Liturgy of the
Word, symbolizes the Israelites being guided at night by the pillar of
fire. Today, the new fire of the Paschal Candle becomes a symbol of
the light of Christ, being raised in glory for Christians to follow.
This year, we welcomed 12 new Catholics with full initiation into the
sacramental life of the church. Several of them remarked that they were
forever changed by the journey which brought a sense of calm and
inner strength. We congratulate them and assure them of our continued
thoughts and prayers as their journeys continue.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults begins anew on September
12, 2010. If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a
member of the Catholic Church or a Catholic who needs to receive any
sacraments they have missed, (i.e. Reconciliation, Holy Communion or
Confirmation) please contact Elaine at the Parish House, 610-8743418 , Ext. 107.
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The new Stewardship banner was
designed by Carolyn Larsen and
created by Veronica Fraatz.

Celebration of Discipline
Submitted by Jean Mulcahy

Richard Foster’s book, Celebration of Discipline, offers a brief comparison of the differences between
service that is focused upon ourselves and service that is focused upon Christ. In paraphrased form, this
book is a self-help test worth taking.
Self-focused service is concerned with impressive gains. It enjoys serving when the service is titanic or
growing in that direction. Christ-focused service doesn’t distinguish between small and large. It
indiscriminately welcomes all opportunities to serve.
Self-focused service requires external reward, appreciation, and applause. Christ-focused service rests
content in hiddenness. The divine nod of approval is sufficient.
Self-focused service is highly concerned with results. It becomes disillusioned when results fall below
expectations. Christ-focused service is free of the need to calculate results; it delights only in service.
Self-focused service is affected by feelings. Christ-focused service ministers simply and faithfully
because there is a need. The service disciplines the feelings.
Self-focused service insists on meeting the need; it demands the opportunity to help. Christ-focused
service listens with tenderness and patience. It can serve by waiting in silence.

(Ministry of the Year--Continued from page 3)

In addition to playing on Sundays, the band began leading the congregation in song at a variety of other sacramental
services and special liturgies – baptisms, first Communions, first Penances, Confirmations, weddings, funerals,
anniversaries and even the taping of a monthly television Mass or two at the WPVI-TV studios. They have
performed Christmas concerts, Valentine’s Day couples retreats at Malvern, graduation and ring Masses at Devon
Prep. Sister Eileen and Monsignor Stevenson insisted the band help them celebrate their 50th jubilees. Several of the
musicians married to the band’s accompaniment (Kathy Talbot Carney, Jim Tyler, Lou and Mary Jo Milone); and
several members were laid to rest (Lucille Ferri and Mary Jo Milone) as their colleagues played through their tears.
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear its music ringing…
Today the band has 15 members: Rick Burns; Mary Claire, Rebecca and John Bowie; Kathy Carney; Mary Flynn;
Lou and Mark Milone; Patrick Stanko; Fran Strauman; Al Talbot; Donna, Caitlin and Butch Ward; and Tony
Watson. Along the way, the band has welcomed more than 50 members, some still fighting acne and others sporting
well-worn AARP cards. Some stayed for a short time, others for decades. Like Rick, Judi (the roadie) and Paul
Burns, some band members – the Bowies, Gallaghers, Milones, Miriglianis, Talbots, Wards and Watsons – made
their participation a family affair.
All who joined the Faithful Band since that Sunday night in 1973, however, have had one thing in common: when
they arrived for their first practice, they said hello to Rick Burns. No elections were necessary for deciding that the
man with the easy smile and love for life’s simple pleasures would be the band’s leader. It just happened naturally.
He simply is, harmonica and all… faithful.
It sounds and echoes in my soul
How can I keep from singing?
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Calendar of Events
September 10, School opening Mass
September 12, Parish Picnic
September 16, Back-to-School Night
September 19, PREP Classes begin
October 2, Pre-Cana
October 2/3, Knights of Columbus Bottle Drive
October 24, Anointing of the Sick Mass
October 30, St. Vincent de Paul truck
November 7, Memorial Mass

Check out St. John Chrysostom on the Internet at www.saintjohnchrysostom.net

