The Angelus
S T. J O H N C H R Y S O S T O M C AT H O L I C C H U R C H

From the Pastor…
Is It Time To Listen?

Winter 2013

Dear Friends,
In Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind man, desperately wants to get Jesus’ attention. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” he cries out.
Jesus responds to him by asking, “What do you want me to do for you?”
“Master,” Bartimaeus answers, “I want to see.”
Don’t we all? Oh, that we all could see Jesus clearly and know precisely what he wants from each of us. How reassuring it is
to hear Jesus tell Bartimaeus that he granted the blind man his sight because “your faith has made you well.”
Each day, my life at St. John’s brings me into contact with parishioners who, like Bartimaeus, live their faith in the hope of
seeing Jesus in their daily lives. I see them at Saturday night and Sunday Mass. I see them at daily Mass. I see them
participating in parish organizations, prayer groups, bible studies and various committees. Watching them, I am reminded
again and again that we can see Jesus in new and richer ways when we discern deeper, more challenging ways to involve
ourselves in the life of the parish community.
That’s why I am excited that in the weeks ahead, all of us will have the chance to discern how our parish needs to grow and
how each of us can be involved in that growth. This discernment process will begin with a series of Listening Sessions, which
will provide an opportunity for us to look at our parish life, identify our strengths and explore areas where we can grow.
I have asked several members of the Parish Pastoral Council to form an ad-hoc committee to plan the Listening Sessions. The
first session will be on Sunday, February 24, 2013, and a second one on Sunday, April 7, 2013. Both sessions will be at 12:30
p.m. in the gym, and lunch will be provided. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come and help chart the future of St.
John Chrysostom Parish.
After hearing from parishioners at these two sessions, we will again gather on Sunday, May 5, 2013, (and if needed, May 19,
2013) at 12:30 p.m. in the gym to begin implementation of parishioners’ ideas. Through prayer, listening, discussion and
discernment, we will form a new Parish Pastoral Council which will have primary responsibility for carrying out new ideas
and initiatives. I hope that this process will create a sense of enthusiasm for the possibilities of new of life within our parish
community. I ask you to start to pray now, asking God to give you the guidance you need so that you, like Bartimaeus, you
will “see” where and how God is calling you to participate.
Following the new Parish Council's formation, the process will continue with training workshops on parish lay leadership,
scheduled for Saturday, June 1, 2013, and Saturday, June 15, 2013. These workshops are open to ALL parishioners.
I feel a sense of urgency for these sessions to take place and I hope you will join with me in envisioning an even more vibrant
parish community.
In the peace of Christ,
Father Ed

Please check the parish website for any possible date changes due to inclement weather.

Father Bajorek’s Journey
Submitted by Madeline Bialecki

Soon after Fr. Bajorek regained consciousness on July 14, 2011, I told him that people at St. John’s were gathering at
church every evening to pray the rosary for him. “I feel it,” he said. Throughout his illness, he felt carried in prayer, and he
was very grateful.
Many people sent cards, and Father was deeply consoled by all the prayers and good wishes. He was especially
encouraged when people wrote about how their praying for him had helped them grow closer to God. Several people
connected their prayers for Father with hearing “God’s whispers,” and he was pleased that parishioners were still being
affected by Father Rossi’s mission talks a few months earlier.
Father’s friends, Joe and Fran, generously offered their shore house for the whole winter, and he spent much time there
from October until March. He loved sitting in the living room and looking out at the ocean. “Think big thoughts,” he
would say as he contemplated the beauty of nature and the abundance of God’s blessings. He also visited his mother in
North Jersey every two weeks throughout the winter, and he was happy that he could spend time with her.
Other highlights for Father during his illness were visits from his cousin Jan from Florida and his good friends Bob from
Massachusetts and Patrick from South Dakota. He was especially grateful for his “brother priests” who faithfully visited
him every week, offering him many opportunities for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick.
Father was also grateful that he had the opportunity to return to St. John’s to say goodbye. He felt it was important to have
closure so that he and St. John’s parishioners could face a new direction.
During his illness, Father Bajorek used his time to pray, to be reconciled and to let go. He drew closer to God each day
and grew in trust and peace as he came closer to “passing.” He felt very connected to his father (who died in January
1999) and often talked about how his dad was not afraid to die. He was also comforted by his dog Detroit who spent her
days by his side.
Father prayed Mass for the last time on Palm Sunday and was in good spirits that day. He still had his sense of humor and
was still enjoying food; he even had a beer with dinner. The next day, Monday of Holy Week, was the only day he spent
in bed, unable to eat or drink. He had no pain, and he died a very peaceful death early on Tuesday morning, April 3, 2012.
During Father’s illness, he developed a “litany of gratitude” that included all the people who were praying and helping. It
was a long list, because so many people helped, including Drs. Okpaku, Powlis and Mostofi, the other medical people
who treated him and his hospice nurse, Ida, who went on to care for Pat Ryan. Father felt very fortunate to be so close to
Crozer Hospital and to receive such excellent care there. He also felt fortunate to have his faith and the support of a faith
community. Mass will be offered on Father’s anniversary, Wednesday, April 3, 2013, 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s.

St. John Chrysostom Parish Mission Statement
·
·
·
·
·

We, the people of St. John Chrysostom Parish, recognize our baptismal call to continue the mission of Jesus
and to grow as a faith community. Our parish theme, “To Serve Him Is To Reign” reflects our desire to
fulfill this mission through lives of service. Accepting this call, we respond as a parish community that…
Worships God
Creates and nourishes Christian Community
Teaches the message of Christ
Serves those in need
Proclaims the Good News

Through the intercession of St. John Chrysostom, we pray for God’s guidance and strength to continue to bear witness to
Jesus and to make our parish a beacon for all who seek God’s light and warmth.
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Ministry Sunday 2012
Submitted by Carolyn Larsen
On May 6, 2012, the St. John's Stewardship Committee sponsored a presentation of the Ministry of the Year 2012 at the
9:30 Mass. All ministry members received a special blessing at all Masses.
Ministry Sunday offers the Stewardship Committee our annual opportunity to thank the hundreds of parishioners who
dedicate their time, talent and treasure to our dozens of ministries throughout the year. Whether their mission is music,
liturgy, finance, evangelization, education, parish leadership, or community outreach, the people in these ministries aim to
live out our parish creed: “To Serve Him (and each other) is to Reign.” It is a creed that both Father Ed and Father Jim
exemplified, and we thank them for their example.
Each year, the Stewardship Committee chooses one of these ministries for special recognition and to give you some
background of their good works. This year’s Ministry of the Year is a departure for the committee, in two ways. First,
with Father Hallinan's blessing, we chose to recognize two ministries that work together for the same cause. Second, we
wanted to offer some long-overdue recognition to ministries that do not operate year-round but devote their service to a
particular need at a particular time – in this case, the needs of members of our community at Christmas.
The 2012 Ministries of the Year are the St. Nicholas Project, coordinated
by Paula McVeigh, and the Adopt-a-Family program, coordinated by
Ann and Chuck Zech. Additional core group members that have helped
for many years are Joanne Moore, Carolyn Larson, Maria Strauman and
Colleen McKenney.
Each year, the individuals in these dedicated ministries bring the joy of the
birth of Christ in a tangible way to families, seniors, children, homebound
and disabled individuals in the parish and community who would
otherwise have no Christmas celebration.
Beginning in the fall, they work intensely with a variety of agencies and
other ministries to identify recipients for their generosity. In just a few
short weeks, the St. Nicholas and Adopt-A-Family ministries find out who
these individuals are and what they specifically need—whether a teddy
bear, new bedding, or extra money for food—then fill those needs by
reaching out to parishioners for donations. It is a massive effort, and
always conducted with the dignity of the recipients in mind.
The St. Nicholas Project serves residents of Stinson Towers, a low-income
Maria Strauman, Ann Zech, Fr. Hallinan
housing facility for disabled men and women over 55; City Team
Ministries, which works with hundreds of low-income and even destitute and Paula McVeigh
children and families; and homebound members of our parish. At Stinson
Towers, the gifts are distributed during a Christmas party that the Youth Group organizes for residents. Each year, this
project delivers hundreds of personal gifts—a tangible sign that our brothers and sisters are remembered and loved on
Jesus' birthday.
(Continued on Page 7)
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THE GOOD WORD FROM THE ADULT
ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE – 2012-13
Submitted by Sister Antoinette

We started the fall season by welcoming Sister Mary Elizabeth Clark, SSJ, MA, who delivered a very insightful
presentation on “Caring for God’s Creation.”
Mini-series included a look at Catholic Social Teaching on the themes of the common good, human dignity and economic
justice.
Father Elie Saade again graced us with his insights on “Religious Minorities in the Middle East.” His first-hand
knowledge of the topic plus his research provided a wealth of enlightenment.
A book discussion on Father Ronald Rolheiser’s The Shattered Lantern offered insights into culture and religion as well as
wisdom in approaching the spiritual life.
Sister Anne McCoy, SSJ, MA, spiritual director and chaplain at the Cancer Treatment Centers of America, came to Saint
John’s on Wednesday, November 28th for an Advent preparation evening, “Emmanuel—God With Us.”
We are fortunate to have Jerry St. Clair helping us meet the need for Scripture study and Scripture-based insights into
various aspects of Catholic life. A series, “Soul of the Rosary” started off the fall presentations and was very well received.
Another series, “Biblical Walk Through the Mass,” is in progress and being enjoyed by an enthusiastic group. The New
Year will offer more opportunities. A winter series, “Deadly Sin and Lively Virtues,” will begin in February, and the
series “Walking Toward Eternity” is scheduled to begin April 1.
A video “retreat” DVD series with Ronald Rolheiser, “Creating Sabbath Space in Our Lives,” is scheduled for January.
This has been presented before and was so well received that we planned to offer it again.
By popular demand, Brother Michael McGrath, artist and author, will be here on April 16 to present “Saints and Stories
from the Easter Garden: A Springtime Evening Reflection.”
For further details consult the parish website, parish bulletin, or flyers at the doors of the church. For information call
Sister Antoinette at 610 872 7194 or 610 876 2079.
Many thanks to Ann Zech, Bill and Bernadette Barnhurst for their long commitment to planning and helping to carry out
our many events over the years.

Shrove Tuesday – February 12, 2013
Mark your calendar! The Knights of Columbus of St. John Chrysostom Parish and the Knights of Nativity BVM Parish are
collaborating for the 6th annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, planned for Tuesday, February 12 from 6:00 to 7:30
PM in the MPRCS gym. This is a great way to prepare for the Lenten journey and build community between the two
parishes. The cost of tickets: $5.00 per adult and $4.00 per each child under the age of 12. This meal won’t break the
budget! Tickets will be sold after each Mass on February 2 & 3 and 9 & 10. The proceeds assist the Knights of Columbus’
support of Mother of Providence RCS, and agencies which include The Bernadine Center in Chester, Mother’s Home of
Darby, seminarians, Pro-Life efforts, and other charitable organizations. Please join us.
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Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
Submitted by Theresa Hedlund

The second graders prepared for
Reconciliation Mass on November 18,
2012.

PREP teacher Ann Kennedy helps
prepare her students for their first
reconciliation by giving them a look
at the confessionals.

Sixth grade prep students Justin Horn, left, Johnny
Glavicic, center, and Hayden Davis, help with the many
bags of donated Thanksgiving food that were assembled
in the Stevenson Center.

RCIA News
Submitted by Elaine Mott

Last Easter Season, our hearts were heavy when we learned of the death of new Catholic, William Roberts. Bill was
received into the Church at the Easter Vigil Mass with his proud parents looking on as he was baptized and received first
Holy Communion and Confirmation. Our team will always remember his gentle ways, his incisive questions and his
presence each Sunday in our Parish House dining room as he earnestly prepared to embrace the faith. Our hearts go out to
his parents, Mary Ann and Ken, and to all his extended family and friends. May his parents be consoled in Bill’s new life
in Christ.
We also welcomed into the Catholic Church this past Easter Anthony Bey and Christopher Grant, who completed the
sacraments of initiation. We congratulate them as they carry the “light of Christ” to all people.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) team continues to pray for all of our “graduates” who over the years
have been present to us on Sundays during our “Journey of Faith” sessions, at holy Mass and in the various ministries at
St. John.
Our “Journey of Faith” formal sessions began again on September 9, 2012. However, we are here all year round to meet
with you to answer any questions you may have or information you may need as you consider membership in the Catholic
Church or completion of the sacraments of initiation. Please contact Elaine at the Parish House, 610-874-3418, Ext. 107.
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Our Lady of Fatima Parish Pilgrim Virgin Program
Celebrating 25 Years
Submitted by Bill and Ellie Murray

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Pilgrim Virgin Program was created in an effort to listen to Our Lady’s message at Fatima,
to pray the rosary for world peace and to make reparation for our sins. At St. John’s, we were fortunate to receive a
statue of Our Lady of Fatima from Portugal by way of a Blue Army Fatima pilgrimage. (The Blue Army is the official
Apostolate of the message of Fatima, with the Bishop of Fatima as the head of this organization).
On May 4, 1986, this program was introduced to our parish. Since then, 1,310 families, many of them more than once,
have opened their homes to the Fatima Parish Pilgrim Virgin Program! This statue travels weekly from home to home
in our parish to rekindle and strengthen devotion to Our Lady of Fatima among family members and friends. It is
designed to help families carry out a part of the message of Fatima—to pray the rosary for world peace.
The week that the Parish Pilgrim Virgin stays in a home can be a special week of prayer and growing closer to Our
Blessed Mother. Over the years, many families have related stories of prayers answered, blessings received or strength
given to deal with difficult problems.
Our Lady of Fatima Parish Pilgrim Virgin Program works easily. The statue is transferred to a new home each Sunday
by the family that has had the statue for that week. Our Lady’s statue is enclosed in a portable case for easy transporting.
It is bolted to the base of the carrying case so there are no worries that the statue can be broken. If transporting the statue
is a problem, arrangements can be made. Several times throughout the year, Our Lady’s statue is brought into church for
sign-ups during the weekend Masses.
If you have any questions about this program or would like to sign up for this devotion, please call Bill and Ellie Murray
at 610.566.7626.

Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima
O most Holy Virgin Mary,
Queen of the most holy Rosary,
you were pleased to appear to the children of Fatima
and reveal a glorious message.
We implore you,
inspire in our hearts a fervent love
for the recitation of the Rosary,
by meditating on the mysteries of the redemption
that are recalled therein.
May we obtain the graces and virtues that we ask,
Through the merits of Jesus Christ,
Our Lord and Redeemer. Amen.

Check out the St. John Chrysostom website at www.saintjohnchrysostom.net
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St. John's Bereavement Ministry
Submitted by Anne Quinn

Losing someone close to us, whether a family member or friend, can throw our world into a tailspin, leaving us to wonder
if our lives can ever be normal again. Going forward brings challenges that we sometimes are not equipped to handle on
our own. Feelings of hopelessness, anger, loneliness and depression can overwhelm and stop us in our tracks.
Taking those first steps after a loved one's death is crucial to our healing, but difficult nonetheless. Sharing our stories with
others who have experienced death can lead us to a deeper courage to continue this journey, and seeing how they have
coped with their own loss and their subsequent healing can be the key to a deeper understanding and acceptance that can
lead to new beginnings. But the initial decision must be made to take that first step!
Being with others who have had similar experiences in dealing with grief can be a catharsis and enable us to cope with the
inevitable emotional and physical stresses we will encounter.
St. John's Bereavement Ministry invites you to take that first step by attending one of our informal meetings. Each month a
topic and pertinent talk is presented by a group leader and the meeting is then opened up with helpful information and
discussion, and always with a spirit of hope and faith in God's healing and providence. There are no hard or fast rules - just
being with others who share a common bond in a caring and compassionate atmosphere, where privacy and
confidentiality is assured.
We welcome all who have suffered a loss; whose fears and anxieties can be assuaged through the group whose members
have shared both common and unique crosses and are there for each other.
We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month (no meeting in August) from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the Community Room of
St. John's Convent. Please contact Sister Eileen Mortimer at 610 872-7194 for more information.
May you know God's peace and love through the caring of others!

Ministry of the Year (Continued from Page 3)
Adopt-a-Family provides for families referred by local schools and organizations. So far, through the generous support of
parishioners and the ministry’s leadership, Adopt-a-Family has been able to adopt every single family referred to it over the
years.
Ministry Sunday is always a reminder of our call to serve God and one another. This year, it is also a reminder that there are
a thousand ways and opportunities in our lives—short term and long term, big and small—to do so.
As Mother Teresa reminds us,
“What I do, you cannot do; but what you do, I cannot do. The needs are great, and none of us, including me, ever do great
things. But we can all do small things, with great love, and together we can do something wonderful.”
The Stewardship Committee is delighted to highlight these ministries that serve our sisters and brothers with great love
every Christmas season. On behalf of all the people whom you generously lift up with your kindness every year, we thank
you.
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