
  

 

The Angelus 
S T.  J O H N  C H RY S O S TO M  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  

Parish Welcomes 
New Ministry Leaders 

Summer 2015 

St. John Chrysostom continues to expand its commitment 
to ministry, service and outreach with the addition of two 
new staff positions.  Fr. Hallinan has named Mary E. Chollet, 
M.A., M.Ed., to the full-time position of Director of Parish 

Ministry and Com-
munications and 
Ritamarie A. Frey, 
RN, JD, to the part-
time position of 
Healing Ministry 
Coordinator. 
 
Ministry and  
Communications 
Mary is a longtime 
communications 
and education pro-
fessional who has 
been active in the 
parish for many 
years, including ser-
vice as a PREP (then 

CCD) teacher, Lector and Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion. 

Most recently, Mary led the parish Stewardship Committee, 
facilitating the efforts of other ministries. She is a member 
of the Parish Pastoral Council and a parish delegate to the 
Swarthmore-Wallingford Interfaith Ministerium (SWIM).  

The new position, approved by the Parish Finance Com-
mittee and Pastoral Council, is responsible for coordinating 
all parish ministries and communications; adult and family 
faith formation; and the Youth Minister, a position that is 
now vacant. 

Mary and her husband, Ed Lordan, live in Wallingford with 
their sons Dan and Brendan Lordan. Contact Mary at 610-
874-3418 ext. 106 or at mchollet@sjcparish.org. 

Healing and Homebound 
Rita serves our sick and homebound parishioners and acts 
as a resource for families in a medical crisis. She also works 
closely with the other Eucharistic Ministers who bring Holy 
Communion to the sick and homebound. Rita and her hus-
band Jim live in Ridley Park, where she is a Eucharistic Min-
ister and he is a lector at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church. 
They have two sons, Timothy and Peter, and four grandchil-
dren. Contact Rita at 610-874-3418 ext. 110 or at 
rfrey@sjcparish.org. 

Rita Frey (left) and Mary Chollet have 
joined the staff of St. John Chrysostom. 

 

St. John’s welcomed three new members of the Catholic 
Church and received six members into full communion 
at the Easter Vigil Mass. See more RCIA news on page 3. 
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                        By Theresa Hedlund 

. 

Our Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) for all grades returns Sept. 13 with new catechists and  a new curriculum, 
Alive in Christ, for students in grades 1-6. We are also offering an exciting new class for the 7th and 8th grades. 

Preschool classes will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Lower Church Hall.  All other grades will meet from 10:40 to 11:55 a.m.  

For more information, contact Theresa Hedlund at 610-872-4673 or thedlund@sjcparish.org. 

Our  second graders, including our PREP Adaptive class , 
celebrated First Reconciliation.  

Bishop John J. McIntyre administered the  
Sacrament of Confirmation to 88 of our young people 

on April 23. 

PREP Looks Back, and Ahead, at New Success 

Lily and Nora Deskis were among the Confirmandi 
who received the seal of the Holy Spirit. 

Teachers Kasey Clark, Terrie Maisano and Katie Rodgers, Father Ed, 
and students Nora  Deskis, Christopher McGowan and Lara Bruno  

share a special moment after First Reconciliation. 

Karen Magee’s fifth graders collected baby items for the 
Bernardine Center in Chester. 

Lou Bachetti’s fourth grade adopted the Lenten Coin 
Folder Collection to support the Holy Child Association. 

mailto:thedlund@sjcparish.org?subject=PREP
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MPRCS will welcome more students, increased funding, and a brand-new board when the new 

school year begins Sept. 1. The school has been “blessed with unprecedented growth in enrollment 

and fundraising,” said Linda Rooney, 

Advancement Director. 

In 2014, Mother of Providence embarked with the Healey 

Education Foundation on a three-year program to ensure 

sustainability and growth. School officials also report a 13 

percent increase in enrollment for the 2015-16 school year, 

including growth of 35 percent in the Middle School. In 

2014-15, the school community raised more than $200,000 

through scholarships, grants and fundraisers. 

New Board Seated 

MPRCS has also announced the appointment of a new 

Board of Limited Jurisdiction. The 15-member board will 

work with the school leadership to develop a comprehen-

sive strategic plan  to secure the school’s financial future.  

The board includes representatives from academia, private 

industry, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and pastors of the 

school’s two parishes, Rev. Edward Bell and Rev. Edward 

Hallinan. 

“We wish to extend our sincerest thanks to everyone in our 

community who contributed to our success this year, and 

we look forward to another spectacular year,” Rooney said. 

By Elaine Mott 

Our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) team welcomed Matthew Eiel, Kristyna Jones, and 

Heather Clifford as new members of the Catholic Church at our Easter Vigil Mass. Allan and Timothy 

Reeves, Gil Landau, Jonathan Jackson, Laura Gavarone, and Julie Abrams were received 

into full communion with the Church. We congratulate all and hold them in prayer. 

RCIA resumes Sept. 13. For information, contact Elaine Mott at 610-874-3418 ext. 107 or 

emott@sjcparish.org. 

RCIA is also mourning the loss of Francis E. King (right), an RCIA team member for al-

most 20 years, who died March 9. Frank touched a generation of participants as an educator, 

mentor, and friend. We honor Frank, a World War II veteran, with this poem. 

High Flight 
 

By  Linda Rooney  

RCIA Bids a Welcome, and  a Farewell 

 School Bells to Ring in an Upbeat Return 

Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds  of earth 
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;  

Sunward I’ve climbed and joined the tumbling mirth of sun-split clouds   
and done a hundred things You have not dreamed of — 

wheeled and soared and swung high in the sunlit silence. 
Hov’ring there, I've chased the shouting wind along 

and flung my eager craft through footless halls  of air. 

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace 

Where never lark, or even eagle, flew — 
And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod  

the high pristine sanctity of space,  
put out my hand, and touched the face of God. 

John Gillespie Magee Jr. 

MPRCS graduation June 10 featured (front, from left) Mrs. Diana 

Salvati, Angela Campanella, Holly Jansen, Bailey Haraburda, Thomas 

Haas, Mrs. Therese Waters, Ms. Antoinette Talone; (middle, from 

left) Rev. Edward Bell, Kaley Farrell, Daejour Jones, Erin O'Brien, Ian 

Mon.; and (back, from left) Kathleen Washel, Cameron Alexander, 

Julio Bell and Rev. Ed Hallinan. 

Frank E. King 

mailto:emott@sjcparish.org?subject=RCIA
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I shall arise again in the people... 
“A bishop will die, but God´s church, which is the people, will never perish.” 

   

  

We entered Camden 
with our various bleak 

impressions of the city. A 
week later, we left with 

insights and  
refreshed perspectives 
on the innate goodness 
in the world, including 
Camden.  The Romero 

Center does an amazing 
job weaving Catholicism 
into the social struggles 

of our world through 
Catholic Social Teaching. 
We were reminded that 

the true mission of  
Catholicism includes 

spreading love and kind-
ness throughout the 
world regardless of  

circumstances.  

Kate Dirienzi, 
12th Grade, 

Strath Haven HS 

I had many takeaways from my trip to Camden. Not only did I learn so much about myself, but I 
learned so much about the people of Camden.  I learned that everyone wants to be listened to and 
respected. If we simply take the time to listen, we will learn so much about a person and the gifts 
with which God has blessed them. 

During the entire week, I had an overwhelming feeling of gratitude; gratitude to God for the ability 
to  experience emotions of excitement and joy about life.  I've learned that there is good in every-
one and that each person has a special gift that they're waiting to share with the world!   

The life of Oscar Romero really illuminated the entire week.  He says, "So you say you love the 
poor…name them." I took this quote and applied it as we encountered others through our service.  I  
used this as a foundation to meet new people and listen. The Romero Center showed me that every 
little deed counts; if we all took a little time out of our busy schedules to help others, specifically the 
poor, our lives would be much more meaningful. 
 

Mary Kate Klodarska, 11th Grade, Penncrest HS 

By Julia White                    

Seven of our parish youth, a youth minister, and two brave chaperones traveled to the Romero Center in Camden, N.J, 
on July 6 to begin a weeklong immersion experience known as the Urban Challenge Program. The pillars of the program 
are prayer, service, education and reflection.  Our youth took on the challenge and were transformed. 

 

Participating in the program were (from left)  Chris Dirienzi, Tommy White, Julie St. Clair, Mary Kate Klodarska, Kate Dirienzi, Julia Olzsewski , 
special guest Fr. Ed Hallinan, Grace Cooney, and former youth minister Julia White. 
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What I learned throughout our week in Camden was so special and so personal that I feel it can't be accurately expressed in words.  I 
believe all people my age (high school students) need to embark on some journey similar to this, especially if they feel themselves 
entering a period of questions and maybe even doubts in their faith.  As middle-to-upper class suburban students, we are often shel-
tered from the “real world”; we grow up in the well-manicured backyard of Delaware County, we interact with people exactly like us 
regularly, and we rarely expose ourselves to what lies beyond our own little micro-chasm of a world.  It's hard to connect our faith to 
our life if we never get to see who Jesus is talking about when he refers to loving thy neighbor.  

I learned an incredible amount simply through being present in Camden.  For a week, I 
lived right smack in the middle of it, and I found myself repeatedly struck by the ever-
present poverty.  As we left the safety of the Romero Center each morning, I took note 
of the boarded houses, the closed stores, the polluted streets, etc.  Simply experiencing 
such a different way of life than that of my own was a major lesson.  Suffering is incredi-
bly real; one must see it first hand to feel its effects.  And yet it doesn’t end there.  As 
Oscar Romero said, it simply isn't enough to just "be good."  I interpret that to mean one 
cannot simply feel bad for the poor and sit idly by without lending a hand in supporting 
them.  One can lead an incredibly good life in that they abide by God's rules, they are 
faithful, etc., but to invest such goodness in lifting up those humans who find them-
selves in difficult situations is to truly live out Catholic Social Teaching.   
I am so grateful that I was given this incredible opportunity.  I encourage anyone who is 
interested to take initiative and discover the gratification of service!  It will re-charge 
your faith, put your own life in perspective, and perhaps draw you closer to God.   

 

Julia Olszewski, 12th Grade, Strath Haven HS 

I learned a lot about Camden, its people, Oscar Romero, Catholic Social Teaching, and even myself. My biggest takeaway from the 

week was that we cannot just ignore the problems in cities like Camden and Chester. The people suffering in areas like these are good  

people, loved by God.  Many simply need  a little help and some love.  

Tommy White, 11th Grade, St. Joseph’s Prep HS 

Romero was once asked to explain that strange phrase ‘option for the poor.’ He replied:  
“I offer you this by way of example. A building is on fire and you’re watching it burn, standing and wondering if  
everyone is safe. Then someone tells you that your mother and your sister are inside that building. Your attitude 

changes completely. You’re frantic; your mother and sister are burning and you’d do anything to rescue them, even at 
the cost of getting charred. That’s what it means to be truly committed. If we look at poverty from the outside, as if 

we’re looking at a fire, that’s not to opt for the poor, no matter how concerned we may be. We should get inside as if 
our own mother and sister were burning.  

Indeed it’s Christ who is there, hungry and suffering.”  
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                    By Tony Medwid 

Back in the ‘80s, I was teaching at the International School of the Sacred Heart in Tokyo. Besides the opportunity to 
engage students in a highly motivated academic environment, one benefit of the job was the chance to travel through-
out Japan during summer vacations.  The most memorable of those trips was to Hiroshima and the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum.  

This museum is not for the faint of heart.  Exhibit after exhibit offers a stark reminder of the human devastation creat-
ed by a single weapon of mass destruction.  A photo still etched in my mind depicted a blackened steel water tank with 
the lighter-toned silhouette of a person evaporated by the blast. All that was left of the person was a shadow. The en-
tire tour took about an hour, walking slowly from display to display, from photo to photo.  It was a sad journey, and I 
was relieved when it ended.  The last stop was a guest book where visitors could share their reactions.  

On the tour, I had noticed another foreigner about 30 feet ahead of me, a young man of 20 or so.  The teacher in me 
wondered what that young man must be feeling and thinking on this hour’s journey, and I was curious to see what he 
would write in the guest book.  When I got to the book, I realized that I would have to turn back a page to read his mes-
sage, making it obvious to the Japanese visitors behind me 
that I was being just a little too nosy.  I swallowed my pride, 
however, and turned the page.  The one-sentence comment 
jolted me:  “And we’ll do it again if we have to.”  

Later that day, still stunned by both the exhibits and my 
young friend’s response, I was on a high-speed trolley return-
ing to the home of my host. Those trolleys, even then, re-
sembled our own Norristown High Speed Line cars: clean, 
fast and quiet.  

 I took my place on the green felt seats and settled in for the 
30-minute ride.  And while the ride was certainly fast, it suddenly stopped being clean and quiet when a homeless man 
– the first I had seen in Japan – boarded the trolley, spotted me, and made a bee-line to the empty seat beside me.  As 
he approached, I couldn’t help but notice his soiled clothes, a wild look in his eyes and, then, the distinct smell of stale 
alcohol on his breath.  He landed with a thud and immediately began talking to me in Japanese. 

 “Do you believe in God?” he demanded.  Quietly, I answered in the affirmative, hoping not to be drawn into some sort 
of religious debate. “All religions – they’re just interested in your money,” he declared. 

 “Is that right?” I asked non-committedly.  

“But there is one religion I could believe in,” he continued. “Do you know the Pope of Rome?” 

“I know of him,” I said, again non-committedly. 

 “Well, he came to Hiroshima a couple of years ago and gave a talk at our stadium. And do you know what he said?  He 
said that Jesus taught his followers to pray for their enemies – and even to forgive their enemies!  I never heard of such 
a thing before! Now that’s a religion I could join. Don’t you understand?” he said, demanding my attention. “If we had 
faith like Jesus and the Pope, we might be able to stop all these wars. And then there would be no more Hiroshimas.” 

With that, the trolley pulled into a station and the man stood, bowed and left the train.  I sat there dazed for half a mi-
nute before the passenger on my right leaned over to me: “Don’t listen to him.  He’s crazy,” she whispered.  

That tour and trolley ride happened 30 years ago, but it left me wondering all this time just who was crazy.  The “and 

we’ll do it again if we have to” young man? Or Jesus, the Pope, and the homeless man  I met in  Hiroshima? 

 The Prophet of Hiroshima 
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The Ministry for Married Couples Looks at the State of Marriage 

Our ministry sponsored two well-received events: Surviving the 
Holidays and Beyond Joyfully, in November 2014; and Making the 
Most of our Lives Together, which drew 44 people in May 2015.   

By Bill and MaryAnne Boylan 

Two couples from our ministry team recently 
attended a seminar hosted by the Archdio-
cese of Philadelphia Family Life Bureau. 
There, one speaker, Dr. Hilary Towers, a Cath-
olic psychologist and mother of five, focused 
on the state of marriage. “The struggles mar-
ried couples are facing today are many and 
great,” she said. “The court’s rulings are 
merely a reflection of our culture’s opinion of 
monogamous, lifelong marriage: It’s some-
thing we seem to aspire to in polls, but too 
often either avoid or abandon when real sac-
rifice is demanded.” Dr. Towers offered statis-
tics to support the idea that marriage is 
changing, and not for the better. The statistics 
are frightening. Children are led to observe 
that spouses are replaceable. Dr. Towers end-
ed with a lament that divorcing couples do 
not realize “that everything is possible in a 
committed, non-abusive relationship.” 

 At our second presentation, speakers Greg and Julie 
Alexander told how they had searched for happiness 
through things. After separating for a short time and 
coming close to divorce, they sought help and were led 
by their counselor to the Scriptures.  

 Greg and Julie woke up to the fact that “we are stew-
ards of one another’s soul.” They worked to change 
and paid more attention to their relationship, and less 
to material things.  

 Over time, Greg and Julie developed a Marriage Enrich-
ment Program that has since been used in parishes 
across the country. The program focuses on nourishing 
commitment, developing couple leadership, and 
providing mutual support. Couples become signs of 
Christ’s love to each other and the community – one 
inspirational story, one expression of faith, and one 
grace-filled moment at a time. Our ministry team is 
looking into the program for possible implementation 
at St. John’s.  

  The mission of the Ministry for Married Couples: 
 to strengthen and enliven the relationship between  a  

 husband and wife, thus leading to enriching family life. 

     TOP FIVE REASONS FOR DIVORCE 
Growing apart 

Not being able to talk together 
Money problems 

 Personal problems 
Infidelity 

Parishioners mingled at the wine and cheese event 
and rejoined the little ones after the presentations. 
Child care was provided. 
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