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Turning a Page: SJC Welcomes New Deacon, DRE

ome changes occur slowly; others, all at once. St. John Chrysostom enjoyed
the best of both kinds this summer when two longtime parishioners
stepped into new roles, giving the parish its first new deacon and first new Director of Religious Education in a generation.
On June 10, John R. Bowie was ordained a Permanent Deacon and assigned to
his parish of 32 years, where he celebrated his first Mass the next day (right). On
July 1, 30-year parishioner Mary C. Pizzano became the new DRE.
Thus blessed by both stability and renewal, our parish welcomes Deacon John
and Mrs. Pizzano to their new roles with our prayers and warmest wishes for
their success. We invite you to get to know these new leaders below.

Deacon John Bowie: Building on Faith

D

eacon John and Mary Claire Bowie have been parishioners for 32 years, raising three children and welcoming
granddaughter Riley along the way. For 22 years, the Bowies
have also been fixtures of SJC’s beloved Faithful Band; John has
led the group since the passing of founder Rick Burns in 2012. An
architect by profession, Deacon John also serves on the Parish
Life Center Committee.
What can you tell us about your call to ordination? A longtime
friend with whom I’ve attended retreats for years became a deacon in the Diocese of Brooklyn. He challenged me by asking, “If
not you, then who?” and I spent several years discerning whether our Lord was actually calling me. My discernment was deepContinued on page 10

Celebrating a Sacramental Season

M

Mary Pizzano: ‘Reach & Teach’

ary’s new position brings her back home. The Delaware County native taught for 10 years at St. John’s
School (now Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School).
She then served for 15 years as DRE at
St. Monica Parish in Berwyn before
returning to SJC. Mary and husband
Neal have five children and seven
grandchildren. “They keep us busy!”
she says.
Why did you become a DRE? I felt I
needed to take a break from the rigors
of teaching. I was interested in a new challenge while remaining in education. I had anticipated returning to the classroom
as a teacher, but God apparently had other plans for me!
And now? My role as DRE is a rewarding one, allowing me to
touch the hearts of many young believers, with the assistance of many dedicated catechists. I love that I can assist in
the faith development of children, parents and family memContinued on page 10
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Happy Birthday, SJC!
See page 11.

Parish Life 2017
Track & Field * Praying the Psalms * Diaper Drive * School Supply Drive * Dinner with Friends * Memorial to the Lost * Electronics Recycling * Bernardine Brunches * Shrove Tuesday

Our first community e-Recycling event in June was a huge success.
We partnered with PAR (People Advancing Reintegration) Recycle
Works, which serves adults reintegrating after incarceration.

Hundreds of parish youth in grades 1-12 find year-round fun
with CYO. Spring brings Cross Country and Track.

Our Youth Group said hello to Fr. Tom Whittingham, pastor of St. Katharine
Drexel Parish, after a morning of service at SKD’s Food & Clothing Cupboard.

Kathleen Peterson (left) and Patrick Cleary help
Sr. Sandra Lyons at The Bernardine Center.

Families enjoyed our first
Sensory Friendly Easter Egg Hunt.

Evelyn and Carlos Costa joined well-wishers in the Lower Church Hall
to greet Deacon John Bowie at a reception after his first Mass.

Pancake Supper * Operation Growl * Pre-Cana Day * Good Works * Married Couple Evenings * Fair Trade Fair * CityTeam Hope Café * Choir Rehearsals *
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‘We have learned
that the only solution is love
and that love comes with community.'
Dorothy Day

Brian and Beth Farrell and Christine and Todd McGarvey enjoy a
night with our Married Couples Ministry. The next event is Nov. 12.

A prayer service closes the Memorial to the Lost, a display honoring more than 150 local lives lost to gun violence in the past five
years. St. John’s hosted the display for two weeks in April.
Tom and Terri Smedile greet Fr. Brian Zumbrum
at an August reception honoring the Oblates.

PREP gets cooking for St. John’s Hospice.

Mary Moody presents “The Road to Sainthood,” about the process to canonize her
cousin, Fr. Bill Atkinson, OSA. Fr. Bill, Servant of God, was the first quadriplegic ordained a priest. His Cause for Sainthood was opened April 24.

Fr. Rob * Music of Praise & Peace * Winter Coat Drive * Rice Bowl * Baby Bottles * Cook-Ins * The Road to Sainthood * Communion Visits * Doughnut Days * Parish Picnic

A Community of Faith, Action and Hope

* Habitat for Humanity Day * Prayer Shawls * Advent Festival * Sensory Friendly Easter Egg Hunt * Youth Group Valentine’s Bingo * Goodbye, Fr. Beretta * Welcome back,
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Days of Grace
‘Let the church

always be
a place of mercy
and hope, where
everyone is
welcomed,
loved
and forgiven.’
Pope Francis

Fr. Ed shares a homily with some of his favorite parishioners.
Our Easter pond provided a beautiful focal
point for the liturgies of that joyful season .

Fr. Brian Zumbrum, OSFS, preaches against racism, “America’s
Original Sin.” A reception for the Oblates followed his Mass.
Fr. Chris Beretta, OSFS, bids a warm and funny farewell to
parishioners after four years of ministry at St. John’s.

“Music of Praise and Peace” drew hundreds of people together for an
afternoon of praise music by five Chester church choirs and our own.
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Youth Group members tend the Cross during
Veneration on Good Friday.

At 25, Knights See Busy Days

A

s new ministries continue to bloom at St. John’s, one “old
timer” is still quietly going strong. SJC’s Knights of Columbus Council 10935 turned 25 in 2017, marking a quarter-century
of brotherhood and service.
“Many have heard of the Knights but do not know what we do,”
says new Grand Knight Neal Pizzano. “The Knights are the largest
fraternal Catholic organization in the world. Worldwide, we
prayerfully and financially support vocations and pro-life initiatives. Here at Saint John’s, we work with the parish community
and our regional
school.”
For 10 years, the
Knights have hosted the
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, bringing
the community together to benefit the scholarship fund at Mother
Neal Pizzano (left) is the Council’s Grand
Knight, succeeding Frank Magliochetti.
of Providence Regional
Catholic School.
The Council has also helped support the Knights’ Coats for Kids
program; a local wheelchair program; Mother’s Home in Darby, a
shelter for pregnant women; and the Bernadine Center, which
provides emergency assistance and spiritual support in Chester.
This year, the Council will be raising funds to assist a local preg-

Manning the grill at the Parish Picnic, held this year in May, is a tradition
for Knights of Columbus Council 10935, established in 1992.

nancy center in purchasing an ultrasound machine.
Reaching out to both parish and community youth, the Council
also holds an annual Free Throw Contest in February for boys
and girls ages 9 to 14 as part of a Knights national campaign. This
fall, the Council plans to add a Knights Soccer Challenge as well.
“If you are a Catholic gentleman age 18 or older and want to become part of this worldwide organization on a local level and get
involved in some faith-filled opportunities, please join us,” says
Pizzano. “We look forward to welcoming you soon.”
Contact Neal Pizzano at kofc10935.nlp@gmail.com or (443) 838-5139 .

Family Gratefully Looks Ahead

T

his May marked a new kind of milestone for St. John
Chrysostom: the one-year anniversary of our support of an
Eritrean refugee family.
Lina and Nami arrived in the United States in October 2015, penniless and seeking asylum.
Their story came to our attention in
‘We have a duty
the spring of 2016, just as a parish
toward our brothers
committee led by Fr. Ed was discernand sisters who …
ing its response to the global migrahave been forced to
tion tragedy. The crisis has displaced
leave their homeland: tens of millions of people and
a duty of justice,
claimed tens of thousands of lives.
of civility and
Pope Francis has called on parishes
of solidarity.’
worldwide to support and resettle
Pope Francis
refugees, and has done so himself.
When SJC parishioners answered that call, they did so with extraordinary generosity — contributing financially, furnishing an
apartment , providing free dental and vision care, teaching financial literacy, and helping the family navigate schools, shopping,
jobs, language, health care and other areas of their new life.

Today, Lina is steadily employed and
working to advance. She has a driver’s
license, attends English classes, and is
working toward obtaining her Green
Card for permanent residency.
Meanwhile, Nami is eagerly beginning
second grade at a Drexel Hill elementary school, where she enjoys a diverse environment and many friends.
Bright and sociable, she fits right in.
With a steady income and public benefits, Lina is nearing financial independence. Our parish support is winding down, and our Resettlement Ministry is looking ahead. As it does, Lina
offers her gratitude and prayers to
our parish for her family’s new start.
Lina’s home reflects her
“God bless you,” she says over and
over. “I am so thankful for all you have pride in her daughter and
their new country.
done.”
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Celebrating a Sacramental Season

N

o matter where the children of our parish attend school — public, Catholic or private — they celebrate their Sacraments as one
faith community, prepared with care and devotion by their families,
teachers and catechists.
On March 28, 68 children from our Parish Religious Education
Program (PREP) and Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School
received the Sacrament of Confirmation together. In May, 85 children
celebrated their First Holy Communion at St. John’s. And in January,
children in Adaptive PREP celebrated First Reconciliation.

First Reconciliation
(Adaptive PREP)

‘Such is the grace of God
and such is our faith,
which we must transmit
to our sons and daughters,
transmit to children,
so that, once adults,
they can do the same
for their children.’

First Holy Communion
(Adaptive PREP)

Pope Francis

First Holy Communion
May 6

First Communion photos on this page and page 1: Courtesy Carl Casella Photography
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Celebrating a Sacramental Season

O

ur 68 Confirmandi were all smiles
(right and below) as they awaited
the Confirmation Mass. Our celebrant
was the Most Rev. Michael J. Fitzgerald,
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia. Below
right: Mother of Providence students had
a second opportunity to don their Confirmation robes at their May Procession.

RCIA: Sharing the Journey

O

ur Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) team accompanied
five youth and adults last
school year on their journey of study, service and
discernment, culminating
in full initiation in the
church at the Easter Vigil.
Our new members are Alissa and Emma Bristow, Kunle Folarin, Ashley Maze and
Matthew Rockle Sr. Please keep them in
your prayers. Our RCIA program begins
again in September. For more information,
please contact Elaine Mott at
emott@sjcparish.org or (610) 874-3418.
Clockwise from top: Candidates and catechumens receive their Sacraments
at the Easter Vigil Mass. Archbishop Chaput greets catechumen Kunle Folarin
at the Cathedral. Ashley Maze completes her Preparation Rite with Deacon Ray Vadino.
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MPRCS: 5 Years Strong

I

t is hard to believe, but June marked five years since the schools of St.
John Chrysostom and Nativity BVM in Media were united as Mother of
Providence Regional Catholic School.
MPRCS begins its sixth year this fall stronger than ever, with more than 250
students in grades pre-K3 through 8; a staff of dedicated teachers; tireless
support from parents and families; and strong, stable leadership from its
principal, Mrs. Therese Waters, and Board of Limited Jurisdiction.
As we enter our new year, we share a quick look back at the old one.

Left: Tommy Smith and
Leah DiGiandomenenico
prepare to crown the
Blessed Mother in May.

We bid a fond farewell to our outstanding Class of 2017.

Right: Our Pre-K4
pupils head for the
May Procession,
a highlight of spring.
Amid a field of 33 middle schools at the Greater Philadelphia
SeaPerch Challenge, MPRCS students took second place for
their Design Notebook and sixth place for pool performance.

Welcome, New Parishioners!
January - July 2017
Joseph & Christine Aranda (Jacob, Sophia)
Albert Bohn Jr.
William & Candice Brown (Cora)
Aubrey Brzezicki
Mrs. Ellen Civatte
Patrick & Kathryn Cleary (Fiona, William)
J. Thomas & Patricia Collins
John & Kimberly Convery
Malcolm & Kyungeun Dahn (Hannah, Noah)
Jason & Kimberly Diamond
James & Erin DiCamillo (James, Amelia)
Elizabeth Doherty
Valerie & Robert Dougherty (Cara, Jacob)
Brianna & Michael Fabiani
Patricia Felici
Thomas & Sharon Fileccia
Sean & Victoria Fitzgerald
Brian Gallagher
Charles & Maura Giammattei (Peter)
David & Lisa Godlewski (Quincy, Beatrice)

Josh & Krista Green (Noah, Jackson)
Mrs. Elizabeth Hallinan
Andrew & Amy Hamilton
(Sarah, Matthew, Katherine)
Chris & Claire Hansell (Christopher, Jacob,
Victoria, Chase, Cole, Kyle, Lila, Rowan)
Scott & Rachel Hezlep (Ruby, Colin , Erin)
Eric Johnson & Lauren DeLuca
Nikki & Eric Kassab (Eric Jr.)
Karen Kille (Hannah, Finn, Grayson)
Bethanne Lynch & Kevin Wilson (Kevin Jr.)
Michelle & Sean Manley
(Marissa, Sean, Abigail, Jack)
Ann McGarrigle
Bryan & Danielle McLaughlin (Brianna)
Amanda & Scott Millard (Matthew)
Rose Marie & Daniel Minnick
Keith & Julie Moore (Taylor)
Katherine & Erik Nelson (Oliver, Jude)
Philip Nicolo
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Truc Nguyen (Amelia)
Keith O’Brien
Ashley O’Neill
Jared & Michelle O’Shea
(Michael, Molly, Madelyn)
Edgar & Amber Panganiban (Hunter)
Brandon & Meghan Pepper
Antoinette & Joseph Pizzo (Tara, Lana)
Gerrett & Amelia Snediker
(Ruth, Charles, George, Franklin)
David & Annalyssa “Nel” Snyder
Timothy & Jamie Tabb
Janine Tempert
Colin & Erin Thomson (Allison, Charlotte)
Kyle & Andrea Uniacke (Nathan, Dylan)
Jermain & Sarah Washington (Achilles)
Joshua Whitby (Alexandra)
Michael Wilson
Michael & Marie Yuknek

Around the Parish

S

SJC Sets Record Registration

R

Church Adds WiFi, New ALD

esponding to requests by parishioners, St.
John’s has installed WiFi in our church. The
network will allow parishioners to use online worship
aids and WiFi-enabled hearing-aid technology. Both
the network and password are sjcchurch.

t. John’s is growing! This summer, we registered our 2,000th family — a first for our
parish on the eve of its 65th birthday. (See page
11.) As a parish without borders, we are blessed
to welcome new parishioners from across our
community: Media, Chester, Springfield, Swarthmore, Nether
Providence and more. Our new parishioners tell us how warmly they are welcomed here at St. John’s.

In addition, the parish is replacing its old Assistive
Listening Devices with a new digital network and
adding a new ALD system to the main confessional. The WiFi
installation was completed in August; the ALD upgrades will be
completed in September. These improvements are made possible by the generous support of our parishioners.

Please consider inviting a friend, neighbor or family member to
join you at St. John’s. Registration is easy: Just click on the orange “Register” button at sjcparish.org.

New Faces in Ministry

T

istries devoted to Community Service, Parish Service, Worship &
Music, and Faith Formation, hundreds of St. John’s parishioners
live, deepen and express their faith each day.
Our ministry members give of
themselves in countless ways, Cub Scouts
guided by a devoted core of
leaders. (Meet our newest
leaders on this page.)
A mix of long-serving and new
leadership — and longtime
and new ministries — ensures
continuity and freshness in our
parishioners’ ability to serve.
There is truly a place for everyDo those words sound familiar?
New Cubmaster Geoff Karabin
one in our ministries.
and Blake welcome all local boys
That is our Parish Mission Statement. Breathing life into the
Have
you
found
yours?
in grades 1-5 to Pack 605.
words is the work of our ministries. Across some 45 diverse min-

he parishioners of St. John Chrysostom are called to
live out the mission of Jesus. We serve all our sisters
and brothers, particularly the poor and needy, by generous
acts of charity and by working together with all people of
goodwill for justice and peace.
‘You will know
your vocation “We actively look to help those who are
by the joy that it not practicing their faith experience a
conversion that will restore the joy of
brings you.
You will know. faith to their hearts and inspire a comYou will know mitment to the Gospel.
when it's right.’ “We welcome all to gather for worship,
Dorothy Day service, and community.”

Ministry with Persons with Disabilities

Pre-Cana

As the scope of this ministry expands, so has its leadership. Mary and Tom Reinke (with daughter Mary
Beth) now facilitate the ministry, with the continued support of Beth Brady and Jim Kane.

Jim and Allison Kimsey now coordinate our Pre-Cana workshops .
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Welcoming a New Deacon, DRE
Deacon John Bowie from page 1

Mary Pizzano from page 1

ened by Fr. Jim Bajorek [pastor from 2003 to 2011], whose
constant reminder was “It’s not about you; it’s about Him.”
I wasn’t sure I was being called to the diaconate – even after
my first full year in formation. But over time, I learned to let
go of my worries and place my
‘Who knows?
faith in our Lord – a little bit at first,
Maybe someone
then increasing with each year.
reading this
I can’t think of anyone less worthy
might think they to serve our Lord than me, but I
are weak enough trust in Jesus’ words to St. Paul:
to answer God’s
“My grace is sufficient for you, for
call, too.’
my power is made perfect is weakness.” Who knows? Maybe someone reading this might think they are weak enough to answer God’s call, too.

bers, as well as coordinate the sacraments of First Reconciliation,
First Eucharist, and Confirmation.
What is it like to work in your own parish? It is an awesome opportunity! Although I stayed active at St.
John’s while I was at St. Monica, I am
thrilled to return home as an employee. I
have always considered the parish my
extended family. I am grateful for the
opportunity to serve at such a vibrant and
progressive parish!
What is your vision of PREP at SJC? It’s
simple: “Reach and Teach.” I hope to
reach and teach both students and their
parents, personally and through our dedi- Ministry is a family affair at the
cated catechists. I hope to inspire families Pizzanos. Neal is Grand Knight
of our Knights of Columbus
to become more engaged, curious, active Council. (See page 5.)
participants in our faith, leading them to a
lifelong relationship with God.
Are there changes ahead for PREP? Yes! Parents will be invited to
participate in the classroom and in social activities. In addition, all
students preparing for sacraments from any school will come together for their retreats, to help build friendships and community.
Catechists will use more technology. Families will be able to access
games, activities and articles from our text,
‘We now know
Alive in Christ, for use at home. We will email
that successful
a monthly newsletter with news of classroom
life, events and articles of interest. We are
religious education
also planning our first “Back to PREP Night” in
not only informs,
October. Fr. Ed and I are looking forward to
but transforms,
meeting parents and sharing our goals for the
one’s relationship
program. I am excited about partnering with
with God.’
parents as we share the beauty of our faith
with their children.
How has religious education changed in your time as a DRE? In the
past, the focus was on arming students with knowledge about our
faith. We now know that successful religious education, like all faith
formation programs, not only informs, but transforms one’s relationship with God.
Any hobbies to share? I enjoy reading, playing word games, and
home improvement projects. I dabble in photography, with my seven grandchildren and nature’s beauty as my favorite subjects. I enjoy
listening to almost any type of music, especially live music.
Do you have a favorite Scripture passage? One of my favorites is
“Praise God in all things.” It is difficult at times to understand God’s
plan for us, but He knows what is best for each of us. I also rely on
“Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong”
during challenging times.

What was your seminary program like? The program takes
six years. I took academic classes every Wednesday, learned
to preach every other Monday, and attended workshops
on pastoral and practical issues one Saturday per month.
My wife Mary Claire joined me at nearly every activity. During the summers, I performed ministerial service projects,
which allowed me to get to know numerous people who
are elderly, sick, homeless and immigrant non-English
speakers.
Throughout those
years, I probably
spent 10-15 hours
a week in all these
activities.
How does it feel
to be assigned to
your home parThe new deacon greets Deacon Walter Lance,
ish? I’m delighted.
who has served St. John’s since 1993. Deacon
It’s great to be
Walt officially retired this year , but he remains as
able to minister
active as ever.
among family and
friends, and to get to know so many new families.
What keeps you busy outside of church? Gardening, reading, travel, being with family (not necessarily in that order).
Favorite movie? A toss-up between Lilies of the Field and
Young Frankenstein (they’re both black & white!).
Complete this sentence: If I could canonize anyone, it
would be … my dad, Henry Bowie Jr. He lived the life of a
quiet, deeply spiritual man who was devoted to his family
and to our Lord, and who taught my brothers and me that
we live our faith by how we act and how we treat those
around us.
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2,000 Families Strong, SJC Marks 65 Years

F

aith, service and generosity have been the pillars of St. John
Chrysostom Parish since dawn on Dec. 19, 1952, when the
first Mass was celebrated in a rectory chapel assembled in the
basement the night before by the new pastor, Fr. Joseph Fitzpatrick, and his housekeepers.

Fr. Joe’s successor, Fr. Jim Bajorek, then shepherded a $2.3
million renovation of our
From the mustard seed of that first humble Eucharist would grow
church, which
an active faith community, devoted to serving God by serving
was completed
others. That mission would eventually involve generations of
in October 2010.
prayer, vision and commitment — and lots of bricks and mortar.
To our great
With that first tiny chapel soon overwhelmed, Sunday Masses
The Sisters of St. Joseph staffed St. John’s School,
shock and sad- which opened in 1955. At left and inset is Sr. Eileen
moved to the Garden City Fire House. There, a group of dedicated
ness, however, Mortimer, SSJ, who passed away in 2016.
parishioners set up chairs and prepared the altar each week.
Fr. Bajorek fell ill
The arrangement lasted until 1955, when St. John’s School
the following July, beginning a nine-month battle with cancer.
opened, staffed by four Sisters of St. Joseph, and Masses moved
While praying for Fr. Bajorek, we welcomed his friend and classinto the gym. A convent for the Sisters opened a year later.
mate, Fr. Ed Hallinan, as pastor in September
2011. Fr. Ed’s great warmth and empathy saw
the heartbroken parish through Fr. Bajorek’s
illness and death in April 2012.
In 2013, the parish paused to discern its next
steps. Hundreds of parishioners gathered at two
Parish Assemblies, emerging to pursue greater
expression of their core values of faith, welcoming and outreach.
In August 2014, we bid a fond farewell to the
last of our Sisters. Their convent is now closed,
The first chapel (left) was in the rectory basement. Masses soon moved to temporary quar- awaiting a new chapter.
ters in the Garden City Fire House and, later, the school gym. Finally, in October 1970, St.
John’s church was dedicated — a project overseen by Msgr. Frederick Stevenson (right).

Not until October 1970 did the parish realize its dream of a new
church. That was followed by a new rectory (Parish House) – a
modest, two-story home whose first floor was quickly filled by
administrative offices for the growing parish.

Meanwhile, the fruits of the 2013 assemblies
remain, as parishioners seek new ways to respond — in our liturgies, ministries and lives — to our Gospel call
to love, pray, serve and welcome.
Blessed with energy and purpose, we are now an active faith
community of more than 2,000 families.

By the late ‘90s, the school was bursting at the seams, leading to a With spirit and resolve, we look forward with Fr. Bajorek’s favorite
major new addition under pastor Fr. Joe McGeown.
refrain: “The best is yet to come.”

Six
Decades,
Six
Pastors
From day one, St. John Chrysostom has been blessed with compassionate, capable and visionary pastoral leadership. Our pastors
and their tenures (L-R): Fr. Joseph Fitzpatrick (1952-60); Fr. Patrick Dougherty (1960-66); Msgr. Frederick Stevenson (1967-91);
Fr. (now Msgr.) Joseph McGeown (1991-2003); Fr. James R. Bajorek (2003-11); Fr. Edward J. Hallinan (2011-present).
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Coming Up at St. John’s
Fall Calendar
Details at www.sjcparish.org

Sept. 17
Oct. 1
Oct. 14
Oct. 15
Oct. 29
Nov. 1
Nov. 4-5
Nov. 5

PREP Begins*
Welcome Sunday
Pre-Cana Day*
Mass of Anointing of the Sick
Deaf Community Mass
Feast of All Saints
Kay Lasante Weekend
Hospitality Sunday

Oct. 1, 2017

Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion

Nov. 12 Annual Memorial Mass
Married Couples Evening
Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Mass
Dec. 3 Advent Festival
Fair Trade Fair
Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion

Faith. Fun. Friends. Family. Fur.
8:30 am - 1:30 pm: Hot Brunch & Parish Life Festival
11:30 am: Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion

Jan. 15 ML King Celebration

1 pm: Blessing of the Animals

* Please register at www.sjcparish.org.
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
event hosted by St. John Chrysostom
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Come.
Sit.
Be blessed.

