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At St. John’s, Lives of Generosity and Service

S

t. John Chrysostom has always been a parish of extraordinary faith, service and generosity,
and the past year has been no exception. Each day, our 45 active ministries bring hundreds
of hands and hearts to enriching our Eucharistic celebrations and serving the people of our parish, our community
and beyond.
Meanwhile, our parishioners give generously of their
means all year long, as our Annual Financial Report (pages
4-5) shows. Parishioners support the needs of not only our
parish and Archdiocese, but those of our brothers and sisters near and far. From hurricane victims in Texas to clinic
patients in Haiti, from the homeless of Chester and Philadelphia to our nursing home neighbors, the people of St.
John’s selflessly provide for others every day. Above and
Parishioners made more than 4,000
meals for Aid for Friends this past year. beyond the weekly envelope collections,

See GIVING on page 7

Faith A Dynamic Gift for Living in and with God
By Sr. Maria McCoy, SSJ

W

Summer PREP dawns with smiles. See page 6.

Who is the Source of Our Faith?
Many of us may believe that faith is something we muster up solely
on our own. While we do have the freedom and responsibility to
make choices about our faith, there is a fuller
It is God
reality for us to enter. Rooted in eternal love, our
who first
God seeks communion with us in everything we
face in life: joys, sorrows, new adventures, and believes in us
more. It is God who first believes in us and our
and our
goodness. Our God wants to console us, laugh
goodness.
with us, strengthen us, guide us and heal our
wounds — in other words, to share life with us.
What May the Experience of Dynamic Faith Look Like?
Faith, born in relationship with God, draws us beyond ourselves into
the lives and hearts of others. As our friendship with Jesus deepens,
so, too, does our faith. We grow in greater sensitivity to the sufferings of others, and we are stirred to creative action on their behalf.
Faith moves us to bow humbly at the sight of a newborn child, to
marvel at the goodness of another human being, and to stand in awe
as we gaze upon the moon on a starry night.
See FAITH on page 6

ho are people of faith?
John is the CEO of a major corporation. He wants to practice his faith in the choices he makes at work and in his daily life.
Annie and Josh want to pass on their values
and faith to their three children.
Marian recently lost her job and was diagnosed with cancer. She feels as if everything is
being taken from her. Yet, deep within, she
knows that her faith is seeing her through this
dark time.
Jane and Dave are about to marry. Recently,
they began to talk about the role of faith in
Sr. Maria McCoy, SSJ their relationship.
Ron and Millie lost their 9-year-old child in a tragic accident. Ron
questions his faith and wonders how God could allow this to happen.
Debbie is in her mid-50s. What she learned about faith as a child no
longer speaks to her. Is she losing her faith?
These and similar stories speak of the centrality of faith in everyday
living. Its significance shows up in ordinary life experiences — and
often, very sharply, in times of great joy and suffering. Yet, some of
us still associate our faith simply with belief in creeds and dogmas.
While these are part of a faith life, God offers us a much greater gift.
Faith has more to do with relationship with and belief in God, rather
Pages 6-7
than believing certain truths about God.
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‘We have learned that the only solution is love...

F

rom baptisms to basketball, prayer groups to pizza dinners,
and cook-ins to choirs, St. John Chrysostom is a vibrant faith
community. Whether at worship, on the field, in a nursing home
or soup kitchen, knitting or kneeling, we live the reality that we are
church. In every season, our parish provides a home for service,
fun, faith and community. Here’s a look at our spring and summer.

Youth Group members and adult parishioners returned in June to serve at
CityTeam’s Hope Cafe, a regular parish service opportunity.

‘What we would like to do
is change the world.’
Dorothy Day

Whether the day brings an
opportunity for service and fun
(a nursing-home Mother’s
Day visit and party, above) or
an expression of faith
(participating in our Good
Friday liturgy, right), our Youth
Group is always ready. The
group, for grades 6-12, meets
every other week.

Our Youth Choir, spanning grades 4-12, brings a joyful sound to our Masses.

St. John’s shares a special relationship with the men of the Don Guanella
community, who join us each month at our Mass of Welcoming & Inclusion.
In June, Catholic Social Services’ Annual Report reported on the bond
between the Don Guanella family and the parishioners of St. John’s.

CYO runners and Coach Steve Balmer were all smiles in June at the Archdiocesan Track and Field Championships. The 4x400 Relay team of Megan
Allen, Anna Mazur, Brigid Wright and Caroline Ward medaled.
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... and that love comes with community’
Celebrating 35 Years of Selfless Service

Deacon Walter Lance celebrated his 25th
anniversary of ordination in June with his
wife Mary and recognition from Fr. Ed.

CYO Cross Country

On May 21, 1983, Fr. Ed Hallinan celebrated his ordination with his proud parents, Frances and Edward (Ned).
On May 20, 2018, Fr. Ed celebrated 35 years of priesthood with his sisters Fran and Susan, his family, and parishioners past and present in the Lower Church Hall. We ask God’s continued blessing on our wonderful pastor.

In June, Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School bade a fond
farewell to the outstanding Class of 2018. The 18 alums are already
blazing new trails at 10 high schools across the region.

In May, the parish gratefully recognized Jessica Clark (carrying the
cross) for her record-setting 25 years as an SJC altar server.

CityTeam’s Hope Café is a favorite service opportunity for parishioners. We visited in February.

In June, CYO honored the sportsmanship, leadership and dedication of Caroline Ward and Bud
Kelly with the 2018 Msgr. Stevenson Award .

Bearing silent witness to the growing local toll of gun violence, the Memorial to the Lost expands each
year. Each shirt represents a Delaware County resident killed by gunfire in the past five years. This was
the fourth Lent that St. John’s hosted the display, created by Heeding God’s Call to End Gun Violence.
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Annual Financial Report
SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM PARISH
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

St. John Chrysostom Parish
GENERAL OPERATIONS
RECEIPTS:
Church Collections
Diocesan Collections/Sister Parish/Local Charities
Interest, Dividends & Other Income
Religious Education Tuition
TOTAL RECEIPTS

ACTUAL
2017

1,298,754
205,380
12,089
46,994
1,563,217

$

$

$

487,818
87,152
67,260
39,268
31,879
713,377

School
Financial Commitment to Mother of Providence(1)

$

Buildings & Ground
Maintenance & Utilities

EXPENSES:
Pastoral Care, Church & Rectory
Salaries, Health & Pension Benefits
Religious Educ./Youth Group
Pastoral Expenses
Office and Other Administrative Costs
Insurance & Real Estate Taxes
Subtotal

$

FOR THE FISCAL YEARS ENDED JUNE 30
ACTUAL
BUDGET
2018
2019

$

$

1,320,500
220,000
12,000
50,000
$
1,602,500
First Reconciliation
(Adaptive PREP)
$

$

445,819
114,293
87,253
44,021
32,370
723,756

$

499,738
108,131
98,050
43,700
33,950
783,569

220,000

$

220,275

$

220,000

$

146,935

$

147,940

$

125,700

$

$

$
$

133,805
129,614
91,896
355,315
1,447,286

$

$
$

115,600
126,452
91,206
333,258
1,413,570

$
$

159,100
130,000
90,000
379,100
1,508,369

$

149,647

$

133,372

$

94,131

Capital Improvements Expenditures

$

44,147

$

17,895

Cash Balance As of June 30, 2017 and 2018 (4)

$

650,343

$

748,495

Charitable Giving & Archdiocesan Assessment
Archdiocesan Assessment (2)
Diocesan Collections
Charity-Local Community (3)
Subtotal
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
OPERATING SURPLUS

$

$

1,303,775
206,254
7,132
63,497
1,580,658

(1) Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School (MPRCS) is an independent financial entity, formed through the merger
of Nativity BVM and St. John Chrysostom Schools. All expenses related to the school and the school facilities are
separately budgeted and accounted for by MPRCS and not reflected above. The two sponsoring parishes, SJC and
NBVM, are financially commited to the school. SJC's financial support is reflected in this statement.
(2) Assessment is used to support financially stressed parishes and Archdiocesan Pastoral Administration.
(3) Local charities served, e.g. Sister Parish, Operation Growl, Refugee family, St. Vincent dePaul Society and food baskets.
First Holy Communion
(4) The following accounts are restricted as to use and are therefore
May 6 not included in the available Cash Balance:
* Heritage of Faith Fund is restricted and may only be used for expenditures identified in our Parish Case Study, presented
during the HOF/VOH Campaign. Balance of fund as of June 30, 2018 is $65,408. There was no money withdrawn this yr.
* Scholarship Funds are retricted and may only be used to provide financial assistance to students attending our
regional elementary school and other as designated. Balance of fund as of June 30, 2018 is $46,607.
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Community Outreach & Charities includes cash donations to local charities, Diocesan collections, Sister Parish, and payroll costs related
to our parish staff member responsible for Parish Outreach ministries. Not included are parish programs that provide non-cash items such as
food, clothing, toiletries and donations to Adopt-A-Family, St. Nicholas Project , St. John’s Hospice, Aid for Friends, and many food drives.

Clergy includes the salary, health insurance premiums, pension contribution and residence expenses for our parish priests.
Welcoming Activities includes such socials as hospitality Sundays, Welcome Sunday, and other events throughout the year that provide a
venue for parishioners to meet and strengthen our faith community.

PREP & Youth Group includes salaries, benefits and all program costs associated with these ministries that serve the youth of our parish.
Parish Commitment (MPRCS) includes our parish financial support to our regional school, Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School
(MPRCS). MPRCS also receives financial support from Nativity BVM in Media.

Faith Formation & Evangelization includes the salary and costs associated with the RCIA program, Homebound and Bereavement, our
adult education programs, TV Mass Ministry and the monthly/seasonal reflective booklets available to all parishioners.

Liturgies includes all expenses incurred for our Masses and special liturgies. Examples are costs for stipends, music, missals, church environment, and necessary altar supplies.

Facilities includes all costs related to the Church, Parish House and Convent. These include maintenance, utilities, property insurance and
the payroll costs associated with our parish employees responsible for maintaining the facilities.

Administrative & Office includes the payroll for the office support staff, as well as all office equipment, technology, supplies, mailings,
postage and other expenses for parish purposes and our various ministries.

Archdiocesan Assessment represents a percentage (10.5%) of our parish collections paid to the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for Pastoral
Administration.

Capital Expenditures include the installation of a new phone system and new hearing devices used in the Church and confessionals.
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Warming Up to a New Summer Session

unshine, students, Scripture and service all converged this June in a special way at St.
John’s, as our Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) debuted its Summer Session.
In eight intensive mornings, certified teachers led 85 students in grades 1-6 through a yearlong PREP curriculum, including the full Liturgical Year
and a special focus on the parts of the Mass.
The new session responded to family requests for an
alternative to the traditional Sunday program that
began Sept. 16. The result was a win-win, said Mary C.
Pizzano, Director of Religious Education.
The more relaxed season allowed students to focus
better on the immersion experience, while the smaller,
longer classes helped build friendships and strengthen Summer PREP students bonded over eight mornings
teacher-student relationships.
of lessons, activities and service.
“Parents and students alike said that the experience
enriched their spiritual lives,” said Mrs. Pizzano.
Students came together for a project for St. Katharine
Drexel’s Food Cupboard, creating and decorating
“Blessing Bags” with food, drinks and personal notes of encouragement.
Unlike Sunday PREP, the summer schedule allowed for a special visitor. Fr. Ed enjoyed spirited class visits and celebrated Mass on the final day with catechists, students and families.
The session also unveiled a fresh curriculum that is now in use by Sunday PREP. Traditional
textbooks have been replaced by handbooks and leaflet-sized lessons from Pflaum’s Gospel Weeklies, a contemporary series that roots each lesson in the Sunday Gospel.
Summer students still must complete spiritual, formational and service requirements in
the coming months, and the second graders will meet occasionally with their school-year
counterparts to prepare for First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.
Meanwhile, a 2019 Summer Session is already in the works, with a start date of June 24 and registration set to open in January.
FAITH from page 1

5. Be transparent with God about what is important to you.
How are you feeling? What are you thinking? Take time to share it
with God.
6. Strive to relate reverently with everyone.
7. Meditate on Scripture, using good commentaries as an aide.
8. Spend time being present to Creation.
9. Share your experiences of God with a trusted friend.
10. Nurture your soul through good spiritual reading.
I encourage each person to reverence the unique relationship that
God has with you. Accept this sacred gift with
gratitude and responsibility. Make choices that People of faith
feed your spiritual life. Be open to new and
believe that
exciting practices that expand your mind,
no matter
heart and soul.
what they
Finally, while each of us has an important role
experience,
in tending to our faith life, it is essential to remember that God, who loved you into existthey are never
ence, will never stop approaching you with
alone.
love, drawing you into Divine Life.

People of faith approach each day with God. They realize that all is
gift given out of love from our gracious God. They live open to the
Spirit’s nudges, confident in Divine Life permeBe
ating all that exists and drawing them into evertransparent intimate and expansive communion. People of
with God faith also seek to live life with integrity, conscious
that their choices impact not only the life of their
about what family, but all of their relationships. They know
is important that life is mystery and calls for trust in Someone
to you. beyond their own imagining. People of faith believe that no matter what they experience, they
are never alone, and that God will love them through to greater life.
How Do I Nurture My Faith Life?
Since faith is rooted in our relationship with God, there are infinite
ways to nourish it. Here are some practices that I find helpful.
1. Receive and experience love as it is given to you.
2. Choose to express love without conditions.
3. Take time each day to be still and silent, open to connecting
with God’s Spirit deep within.
4. Reflect on the day, asking Divine Wisdom to help you recognize
how God has been present, reaching out to you in love.

Sr. Maria McCoy is Spiritual Director of St. John Chrysostom Parish.
Contact her at (610) 874-3418 x 109 or mmccoyssj@sjcparish.org.
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A Sacramental Season

I

A New Day for RCIA

n March, our parish welcomed Keith and Julie
Moore and Gena Scanlan into
full communion with the
Church at our Easter Vigil
Mass. That joyful event followed a year of preparation
with our Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
team.
This year, RCIA welcomes
Trina Smith, Matthew Shaw The Moores (above) and Scanlans (below)
and Joseph O’Connor. Please celebrate their Sacraments after the Easter
Vigil Mass in March.
keep them in your
prayers.
This is the first
year of our new
RCIA program.
The team now
hosts a Drop-In
Scripture Study
group after the
9:30 a.m. Mass
each Sunday. This
is a casual gathering in the Parish Dining Room, open to all parishioners and guests, for
prayer and discussion of the Sunday readings and the homily. Refreshments are served. No commitment or registration is required.
In addition, the RCIA class has moved to 7-8 p.m. Mondays. These
sessions are for those who are planning to become Catholic or to
receive the Sacraments of Confirmation or First Holy Communion.
For more information, please contact Elaine Mott at
emott@sjcparish.org or (610) 874-3418 x 107.

Many Paths, One Celebration

W

herever our parish children attend school, they celebrate their sacraments as one family. On March 15, 83
sixth graders from public, private and Catholic schools celebrated
the Sacrament of Confirmation (below), conferred by Archbishop
Charles Chaput. On May 5, 64 second graders from all schools
celebrated the Sacrament of First Eucharist (above). We offer our
prayers and congratulations to these children, their families and
their catechists.

GIVING from page 1

parishioners have provided more than 7,000 meals for the needy and homeless; thousands of diapers, clinic supplies, school supplies and warm coats; and more than 4,000 pounds of food for
Chester food banks in the past 12 months.
Parishioners also contributed:
 Nearly $16,000 to a parish family whose home burned down;
 Nearly $19,000 to hurricane victims in the U.S. and Caribbean;
 More than $12,000 to the Kay Lasante clinic in Haiti;
 Nearly $4,000 to Catholic Relief Services’ Rice Bowl;
 Nearly $3,600 to Operation Growl, our Youth Group fast for local hunger relief; and
 Several thousand dollars to Special Olympics, Mothers’ Home of Darby, the Providence Center
of Kensington … and so much more.
On behalf of all of the children, seniors, families, men and women who have benefited from your
overwhelming support, we offer our deepest gratitude for the way you live your Catholic faith.
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A Year in Our Parish Life
July 2017 - June 2018
 108 New Families Registered
 33 Baptisms
 64 First Communions
 83 Confirmations
 14 Marriages
 44 Funerals
 2,059 currently registered families
 1,800+ on our parish email list
 350 children in CYO
 250 students at MPRCS
 385 children in PREP
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Susan & Joseph Kenney
Erica Rodgers (Brookelynn)
Phyllis Tantaros
James, Nora
Monika & Steven Scuron
Nichole & Jordan Toledo
Katie and John Kinuthia
Emma, Steven
Riley, Natalia
Joseph, Caleb
Christine & Kevin Sheal
David Traynor
Kevin & Stephanie Kopay
William & Elizabeth
Paula Turnbach
Patricia & Frederick Lang
Katie and John Leubecker
Frederick
David & Courtney Barbalace
Brian & Karen Licci
Virginia Bishop
Shawna Magee-Winkler
After all Masses
Samantha & Kevin Burgess
Joseph & Barbara Martin
MaryKate Cirillo (Sophie)
Joseph & Theresa McGee
Lindsay Desmond - Steve Colombo Drew & Elizabeth McGehrin
Murphy, Fae, Aengus
Nicole Swan & Kevin McLaughlin
Vanessa & Evan Deussing
Matthew & Rebecca Natale
Penelope, Violet
Matthew, Joseph, Vincent,
Deborah DiMarzio
Nicholas, Thomas
Kaitlyn & Kwan Ding
Margie O’Brien
Grace, Michael
Joseph O’Connor
Ronald & Katie DiSantis
Rose & Robert O’Connor
Luciana, Joseph, Lidia
Patrick, Liam, Claire
Pat Ellis
Thomas & Kelliann Payne
 Free hot breakfast
Louis & Nella Fancher
Harrison, Cecelia, Sullivan
Joanne Feeney
Rob Paynter - Maria Cortez Paynter
 Kids’ activities and games
Mimi and Nicholas Fox (Daphne)
Graciela, Elena
 Food drive for our Sister Parish
Gina & William Furia (Giuliana)
Kyla & Michael Preto
 Youth Soccer Challenge
Joseph & Deborah Gavarone
Brayden, Kerrin, Dylan
 Sneaker Recycling
Joan, Albert & Stephen Gibson
Alex Reinke & Brittany Blythe
 1,000-Meal Challenge
Caitlin Johnson (Genevieve)
Riley
 Blessing of Animals
Frederick & Marianne Kane
Dana Rodgers & Eric Abramowitz
Come. Sit. Stay.
Emma, Frederick, Eric
Avery

Sept. 30, 2018

Fun. Friends. Faith. Family. Fur.
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