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The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee 
Native America from 1890 to the Present 

By David Treuer 

FINALIST FOR THE 2019 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD  
LONGLISTED FOR THE 2020 ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE 
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 
 
Named a best book of 2019 by The New York Times, TIME, The Washington 
Post, NPR, Hudson Booksellers, The New York Public Library, The Dallas 
Morning News, and Library Journal. 
 
“Chapter after chapter, it’s like one shattered myth after another.” – NPR 
 
“An informed, moving and kaleidoscopic portrait… Treuer’s powerful book 
suggests the need for soul-searching about the meanings of American 
history and the stories we tell ourselves about this nation’s past..” – New 
York Times Book Review, front page 
 
A sweeping history—and counter-narrative—of Native American life from 
the Wounded Knee massacre to the present. 

 
Book Night Discussion 

Tuesday, September 20, 2022 
7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 

 
Please sign-up with Jane Sottile at nyack448@aol.com 
You will receive a Zoom invitation one week before the 

discussion 
 

This is a particularly long book.  If you don’t finish it, you are still welcome 
to join in the discussion of this very painful topic. 

mailto:nyack448@aol.com
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     The received idea of Native American history—as promulgated 

by books like Dee Brown's mega-bestselling 1970 Bury My Heart 

at Wounded Knee—has been that American Indian history 

essentially ended with the 1890 massacre at Wounded Knee. Not 

only did one hundred fifty Sioux die at the hands of the U. S. 

Cavalry, the sense was, but Native civilization did as well. 

     Growing up Ojibwe on a reservation in Minnesota, training as 

an anthropologist, and researching Native life past and present 

for his nonfiction and novels, David Treuer has uncovered a 

different narrative. Because they did not disappear—and not 

despite but rather because of their intense struggles to preserve 

their language, their traditions, their families, and their very 

existence—the story of American Indians since the end of the 

nineteenth century to the present is one of unprecedented 

resourcefulness and reinvention. 

     In The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee, Treuer melds history with 

reportage and memoir. Tracing the tribes' distinctive cultures 

from first contact, he explores how the depredations of each era 

spawned new modes of survival. The devastating seizures of land 

gave rise to increasingly sophisticated legal and political 

maneuvering that put the lie to the myth that Indians don't know 

or care about property. The forced assimilation of their children 

at government-run boarding schools incubated a unifying Native 

identity. Conscription in the US military and the pull of urban life 

brought Indians into the mainstream and modern times, even as 

it steered the emerging shape of self-rule and spawned a new 

generation of resistance. The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee is the 

essential, intimate story of a resilient people in a transformative 

era.  

 

The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee cont. 

 

November, 15 

Beautiful Country: 

A Memoir by Quin 

Julie Wang 
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Season of Creation - September 1 to October 4 

The Season of Creation is observed by Christian churches around the 

 world every year and is a time for:  

• renewal of our relationship with all of creation  

• a time for us to reflect on how we use the planet's finite                  

 resources  

• to pray for healing for ourselves and for the world 

• to make a commitment to living more lightly upon the

 Earth 

This year Pope Francis released his message on the Season of Creation 

with an impassioned plea for all people to take the climate crises and 

degradation of God’s creation seriously.  Here are a few excerpts: 

Dear brothers and sisters! 
     “Listen to the voice of creation” is the theme and invitation of this year’s 
Season of Creation… 
     If we learn how to listen, we can hear in the voice of creation a kind of 
dissonance. On the one hand, we can hear a sweet song in praise of our 
beloved Creator; on the other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment 
of this our common home. 
     The sweet song of creation invites us to practise an “ecological spirituality” 
(Laudato Si’, 216), attentive to God’s presence in the natural world. It is a 
summons to base our spirituality on the “loving awareness that we are not 
disconnected from the rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid universal 
communion” (ibid., 220). For the followers of Christ in particular, this luminous 
experience reinforces our awareness that “all things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being” (Jn 1:3) 
Tragically, that sweet song is accompanied by a cry of anguish. Or even better: a 
chorus of cries of anguish. In the first place, it is our sister, mother earth, who 
cries out. Prey to our consumerist excesses, she weeps and implores us to put 
an end to our abuses and to her destruction. Then too, there are all those 
different creatures who cry out. At the mercy of a “tyrannical 
anthropocentrism” (Laudato Si’, 68), completely at odds with Christ’s centrality 
in the work of creation, countless species are dying out and their hymns of 
praise silenced. There are also the poorest among us who are crying out. 
Exposed to the climate crisis, the poor feel even more gravely the impact of the 
drought, flooding, hurricanes and heat waves that are becoming ever more 
intense and frequent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html#216
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html#68


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           

  
 

 

 

       

St. John Chrysostom Parish 
Justice & Peace Committee 
 
For more information about 
J&P please contact Peggy 
Beck at psbeck1@gmail.com 
 
For information about the 
Care of Creation Team, 
please contact Janelle 
Cooney at 
cooneyjanelle@gmail.com 
 
SJC’s J&P webpage 
https://sjcparish.org/peace-
and-justice 
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Likewise, our brothers and sisters of the native peoples are crying out. As a result 
of predatory economic interests, their ancestral lands are being invaded and 
devastated on all sides, “provoking a cry that rises up to heaven” (Querida 
Amazonia, 9). Finally, there is the plea of our children. Feeling menaced by 
shortsighted and selfish actions, today’s young people are crying out, anxiously 
asking us adults to do everything possible to prevent, or at least limit, the collapse 
of our planet’s ecosystems. 
     Listening to these anguished cries, we must repent and modify our lifestyles 
and destructive systems. From its very first pages, the Gospel calls us to “repent, 
because the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt 3:2); it summons us to a new 
relationship with God, and also entails a different relationship with others and 
with creation. The present state of decay of our common home merits the same 
attention as other global challenges such as grave health crises and wars. “Living 
our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it 
is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience” (Laudato Si’, 
217). 
 

For the entire letter click on the link: 
https://slmedia.org/blog/pope-francis-message-for-the-world-day-of-prayer-for-
the-care-of-creation-2022 
 
The St. John’s Care of Creation Team will be leading the parish in the following 

activities during the Season of Creation. 

• Creek Clean-up at Taylor Arboretum in Wallingford 

Saturday, September 3 at 10 a.m. Rain date is Sunday, Sept. 4 at noon. 

 

• Creation Care Guided Rosary after the 9:30 Mass in church on Sunday, 

September 25. Please join us! 

 

• Come get all of your recycling questions answered!  You know…lids on? 

Lids off?   Wash? Don’t wash?  Come hear an expert from the PA 

Resources Council explain the finer details about getting it right!  In the 

lower church hall after the 9:30 Mass on October 2. Coffee and 

refreshments will be offered.  All are welcome! 

 

• Stay tuned for an Interfaith Prayer Service for the Season of Creation! 

 

 

 

•  

 

Season of Creation continued… 
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